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-Coalition crisis does not threaten talks— Boffin 

TCLaVTV (AFP) — The Middle Ease peace talks arc not threatened by a 
* e gCveromcnt erf Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, 
*P“ty Foreign Minister Yossi Beafin told Israel radio Saturday. “The 
pea* process is not threatened. It win resame as planned neat week 
Thrmrf^ r k oaKomt °f Ate crisis,'' he said. Mr. Rabin warned on 
^ lim ■ long-running battle between coalition partners was 
“ """ ‘PS to bring down the government and pot an end to the peace 
prowss- ine row centres around Education Minister Sbulamit Alom of 
M. ccctz Pan Y. whose strident secularism has provoked a 
confrontation with the Shas orthodox reb'gkms party, Shas has threatened 
government unless Mr. Rabin fires Mrs. Atom. Mr. Rabin’s 
or falls on the sfr Shas deputies in the 120-seat parfiaincnt- 
c, r _f^ < bas 12 and Labour 44. Mr. Rabin meanwhile cancelled a trip to 
j~“®oarg. France, planned for Monday to deal with the crisis. Israel 
EE”®*? predict there will be a major reshuffle, with Mr. 

Kamn moving Mrs. Alom to another ministerial post to placate Shas. Mrs- 
met with Mr. Rabin on Thursday and is doe to see him again 
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Pakistan expels 230 Egyptian militants 

Cairo (AFP) — Pakistan has deponed to Sudan 330 Egyptian Muslim 
militants who arc wonted in Egypt in connect ion with a wave of 
fundamentalist unrest, a Foreign Ministry official >aid Saturday. Egypt 
initiated discussions with Pakistan several weeks ago for the repatriation 
of these militants — Afghan war veterans who settled in Peshawar after 
the fall of the communist regime in Kabul. An Egyptian security source 
last week, charged that Afghan veterans, estimated officially at 1.500. 
finance and set up terrorist operations carried out by fundamentalists in 
Egypt to destabilise the government. Some 140 people have been killed tn 
fundamentalist violence since March 1992. including three foreign 
tourists. Pakistan's alleged deportation of 230 militants has angered the 
Egyptian authorities. “Pakistan should have handed over these terrorists 
to Egypt because their presence at the Egyptian -Sudanese border ri a 
lime-bomb," the official who declined to be identified told AFP. 
“Pakistan opted for a compromise" by expelling them to Sudan rather 
than to Egypt, he said. Saudi businessmen Osama Ben Laden, according 
to the official, acted as a middle man between Pakistan, Sudan and the 
militants to finance their trip and accommodations in Sudan 
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Assad, McGovern 

review peafe process 

DAMASCUS (AP) - Former 
u.S. preaaenda) caoKBdate George 
McGovern discussed tbe 
American-sponsored Middle East 
peace process with President 
Hafez AI Assad on Saturday. Mr. 
McGovern, who heads the non- 
profit Middle East PoGcy Coun- 
cil, arrived Friday from A mman 
on the second leg of a Middle 
East tour that will also take him 
to Israel, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, 
Kuwait, Oman, the United Arab 
Emirtes and Morocco. 

Five kilted in 
Yemen clashes 

SANAA (AFP) — Ffve people, 
including two soldiers and a 
police officer, were killed in 
dashes this week in Yemen, offi- 
cials reported Saturday. A col- 
oriel and an enlisted man were 
killed Friday in a gun battle with 
armed men who forced their way 
through an army checkpoint in 
the eastern province of Hadra- 
maut, the official SABA news 
agency said. It said the assailants 
were arrested and their weapons 
seized. A spokesman for the In- 
terior Ministry reported that a 
police officer and two car thieves 
were killed Wednesday in two 
separate incidents north of 
Sanaa. Three other policemen 
were also wounded. 

Egal elected 
Somaliland president 

DJIBOUTI (AFP) — Moham- 
mad Ibrahim Egal, prime minis- 
ter of Somalia from 1967 to 1969. 
was elected last Wednesday presi- 
dent of Somaliland by a council of 
elders, an informed source said 
Saturday. Somaliland covers tbe 
north western section of Somalia 
and declared itself independent 
following the fid] of Somali dicta- 
tor Mohammad Siad Barre in 
January 1991. It is understood 
Mr. Egai’s predecessor Abdonra- 
mane Ahmad Aii lost the post for 
failing to achieve recognition for 
Somafiland from the internation- 
al community. 

Iraq to free Kuwaiti 
family 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq has 
agreed to free to Kuwaiti family 
of six Sunday after holding them 
31 days for crossing the border 
illegally, a member of the family 
said Saturday. Sa’ud Abdul Aziz, 
the eldest member of the family, 
told reporters Iraq had agreed to 
hand them over to the Interna- 
tional Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) to take them 
home. Officials at the Culture 
and Information Ministry told re- 
porters the family were free. Mr. 
Abdnl Aziz, 21, came down to 
the lobby of Baghdad's AI 
Rasfaeed hotel with his two sisters 
and three brothers to break tbe 
news to journalists. ‘Tomorrow 
they will hand us to ICRC." he 
said, adding that no ICRC official 
had contacted them during their 
detention. 

More than 200,000 
In S. Arabia for Ha] 

DUBAI (R) — Saudi Arabia said 
Saturday more than 200,000 peo- 
ple had arrived so far in the 
kingdom to perform the annual 
pilgrimage to Mecca due at the 
end of May. The Saudi Press 
Agency quoted immigration offi- 
cials as saying 200,973 pilgrims 
have arrived by air, land and sea. 
Pilgrimage sites in Saudi Arabia 
normally host up to two million 
pilgrims during tbe Haj which 
lasts at least five days- 

Malaysia distances itseff 
from lobby for Israel 

KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) — 
Malaysia said Saturday it would 
not get involved in discussion 
with Australia over that state’s 
reported lobbying in South-East 
Asia to win wider international 
recognition for Israel. "Australia 
knows our position very clearly. I 
think it is the wrong country to 
approach,” Kamil Jaafar, the top 
civil servant in the Malaysian 
Foreign Ministry, told reporters. 
Australian Foreign Minister 
Gareth Evans said Thursday that 
Canberra’s move to win wider 
recognition for Israel in South- 
East Asia was in response to a 
request from Tel Aviv which was 
eager to improve its relations in 
Asia, especially with the Muslim 
countries with which it bad little 
or no contact. The predominantly 
Muslim nations of Malaysia, In- 
donesia, Pakistan and Bang- 
ladesh have refused to recognise 
Israel- 


Ashrawi says delegates 
studying Israeli draft 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Palestinian spokes woma n Hanan 
Ashrawi has said that Palestinians 
were displeased wrth an Israeli 
draft agreement on self-rule but 
were not rejecting it out of band. 

She said on CNN Television 
that a statement by tbe Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (FLO) 
in Tunis rejecting the draft re- 
flected the Palestinian nego- 
tiators’ “extreme displeasure." 

But Dr. Ashrawi declared: 
“The fact that there is some 
regression in terms of the posi- 
tions that we had arrived at ear- 
lier does not mean that it is 
entirely useless or should be re- 
jected out of hand.” 

Israel's consul general in New 
York, Colette A vital, said on the 
same program m e: “One does not 
expect that a draft proposal 
should immediately be accepted 
lock, stock and barrel by the 
other party.” 

Israel presented the draft to tbe 
Palestinians Thursday az die end 
of the second week of a three- 
week round of Middle East peace 
talks in Washington. 

Chief Palestinian peace dele- 
gate Faisal Husseini flew from 
Washington to Tunis late Friday 
to brief the PLO leadership on 
the latest developments at a 
meeting aimed at mapping out a 
response to the Israeli offer. 

Dr. Ashrawi said the PLO was 
“expressing scepticism about the 


fact that they thought we had 
achieved more progress in our 
negotiations.” 

“We told the Israeli delega- 
tion, and I would repeat it here, 
that we are taking tbe draft prop- 
osal very seriously. We have not 
responded to them officially yet." 
she said. 

PLO spokesman Yasser Abed 
Rabbo told Reuters in Tunis: 
“We totally reject such a project 
which gives only some municipal 
powers to tbe Palestinians to re- 
duce tbe weight of occupation 
while legitimising it." 

“Such a project again puts the 
peace negotiations on the road to 
impasse." Mr. Abed Rabbo said. 

An Israeli-Palestinian working 
group has been discussing a state- 
ment of principles which could 
serve as a framework agreement 
on self-rule for tbe Palestinians in 
the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

Mr. A vital said the draft co- 
vered issues such as the powers of 
a self-rule body, the territory 
where it would function, and the 
link between the interim stage of 
self-rule and a final settlement of 
the status of the occupied terri- 
tories. 

Israel has met a long-standing 
Palestinian request by accepting 
international monitoring of elec- 
tions m the occupied territories, 
the deputy chief of the Palesti- 
nian peace team, Saed Erakat, 


said. 

“The presence of a third party 
is a Palestinian request which has 
now been satisfied," Dr. Erakat 
told AFP. 

Israel had adamantly refused 
international monitoring of the 
elections in which rite Palesti- 
nians would choose a Palestinian 
council that will administer the 
five-year autonomy plan in the 
occupied territories. 

Israel has argued that the pre- 
sence of international monitors in 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip 
would undermine its authority in 
tbe occupied territories. 

On Friday the spokesman of 
Israel’s peace team, Yossi Gal, 
said tbe delegation had accepted 
“external (international) moni- 
tors” to the elections. 

But a senior Israeli official in 
Washington said Israel would not 
allow tbe United Nations to run 
the poll. 

Dr. Erakat did not mention 
any U.N. monitors but he said 
the Palestinians would accept 
“any international supervision 
agreed upon by both sides.” 

Mr. Gal said tbe offer on elec- 
tion monitoring was contained in 
the eight-point draft which was 
presented Thursday to the 
Palestinian delegation. 

The Palestinian delegation was 
expected to accept or reject the 
plan when peace talks resume 
next week , he said. 


Islamic movement deputies assail 
Arafat for resuming peace talks . 


By Ayman AI Sifadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The -Muslim 
Brotherhood movement Saturday 
launched its strongest attack yet 
on the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO), accusing it of 
treason and rejecting the legi- 
timacy of its representation of 
Palestinian people. 

“The PLO*s legitimacy as the 
sole and legitimate representative 
of the Palestinian people was 
established by Arab snmmits. But 
let tbe PLO put this issue to the 
people and they will decide on 
that,” Ibrahim Khreisat, spokes- 
man of tbe Brotherhood bloc at 
tbe Lower House of Parliament, 
told a press conference. 

“Tbe ’ (legitimacy) of repre- 
sentation comes from the null of 
the people and not from the 
decisions of summits,” influential 
Brotherhood Deputy Ham mam 
Sai’d added. 

Mr. Khreisat’s attack on tire 


PLO came one day after demon- 
strators at a march organised by 
the Brotherhood at AI Wihdat 
refugee camp accused Palestinian 
delegates to the Arab-Israeli 
peace talks of treason and called 
for kilting them. 

“The PLO has committed 
treason by going to the peace 
talks. All Arab regimes that sanc- 
tioned the participation in the 
talks have committed treason,” 
Brotherhood Deputy Ziad Abu 
Ghanimeh told the Jordan Times 
at the end of the press confer- 
ence. 

Deputy chief of mission at the 
Palestinian embassy in Amman 
Omar AI Khatib said a reply to 
the Brotherhood charges will 
come from the PLO leadership in 
Tunis. He said, however, that the 
Palestinian people are the party 
which decides who represent 
them. 

“The (Palestinian) people have 
chosen the PLO” as their repre- 
sentative, he said. 


Tension between tbe PLO and 
the Brotherhood heightened after 
PLO Chairman Yasser Ajafat ac- . 
cused the Brotherhood of in- 
terfering in internal Palestinian 
affairs when they sent him a letter 
urging the withdrawal from the 
peace talks with Israel. 

In the letter, copies of which 
were sent to all Arab parties to 
the peace- talks, the Brotherhood 
deputies asserted that participa- 
tion in the peace talks contradicts 
the will of the Palestinian people 
which demands the liberation of 
all its occupied land. 

The Brotherhood said the PLO 
broke its own word by agreeing to 
attend tbe ninth round of tbe peace 
talks, which started in Washington on 
April 28, before the repatriation of all 
Palestinians who were enselled by 
Israel to South Lebanon in December 
last year. 

The Arab- Israeli peace talks came 
to a halt after Israel expelled the 417 
Palestinians whom it accused of being 
activists of the Islamic resistance 

(Continued on page 5) 


Israel says Syria must 
prove peace commitment 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Israel says Syria must take action 
to prove to both Syrians and 
Israelis it has made an irrevocable 
decision to make peace with the 
Jewish state. 

Israel’s chief negotiator with 
Syria at Middle East peace talks 
in Washington, Itamar Rabino- 
vich, told a meeting of Jewish 
Americans Friday this was one of 
three issues Syria must address 
before Israel would say how far it 
was willing to withdraw from tbe 
Golan Heights. 

The other two were that Syria 
most further elaborate on the 
nature of peace it was wiling to 
accept in return for withdrawaL 
Also it must explain whether its 
agreement to peace with Israel 
would be dependent on other 
Arabs reaching a settlement. 

“I think that both the Syrians 
and us have identified that a deal 
is in the offing,” Mr. Rabinovich, 
who is Israel's ambassador to the 
United States, told tbe Amer- 
icas Jewish Committee. 

“We know roughly what the 
shape of it is. We know that we 
are both interested m an agree- 
ment, in a deal. We are haggling 
over the terms of the deal,” he 
said. 

Mr. Rabinovich said it was not 
necessary for Syrian President 
Hafez AI Assad to make gesture 
such as the late Egyptian Presi- 
dent Anwar Sadat's visit to occu- 
pied Jerusalem in 1977. That act 
led to Israel’s first treaty with an 
Arab state. 

But be argued that Mr. Assad 


should “take a series of measures 
that will have resonance and wall 
indicate to both tbe Syrian public- 
and the Israeli public that Syria 
has made an irrevocable decision 
to cross the tine and make peace. 

• Mr. Rabinovich said the 
Labour government elected in 
Israel in June last year broke new 
ground in the talks with Syria 
when it said for the first time it 
was ready for some sort of with- 
drawal on the Golan. 

Syria responded ax the latest 
round of talks in Washington that 
it would be ready for “full peace” 
in return for a frill withdrawal. 
But it refused to elaborate on the 
nature of peace unless Israel com- 
mitted itself to the full withdraw- 
al/ 

“Our position is that we have 
told you enough,” Mr., Rabino- 
vich said. “We will say no more 
and now it is your task to tell us 
that you are giving us full peace 
and to elaborate mat full peace 
means diplomatic relations and 
normalisation.” 

He said that Syria must also 
confirm “this is a peace that will 
have its own life." 

“Yes, we are negotiating a 
comprehensive settlement but we 
want to know from you, the 
Syrians, that when we make a 
deal. This deal will stand regard- 
less of whether others make the 
same deal," Mr. Rabinovich de- 
clared. 

Syria has not made clear 
whether tbe “full withdrawal" for 
which it will exchange “full 
peace” is from the Golan Heights- 


Demirel fails 
to get presidency 
in first round 

ISTANBUL (R) — Turkey’s 
presidential ballot will go to a 
second round after front-runner 
Suleyman Demirel failed Satur- 
day to win the two-thirds major- 
ity required- 

Prime Minister Demirel, tip- 
ped as the most likely candidate 
to replace Turgut OzaJ who died 
of heart failure last month, won 
234 votes from the 450-member 
Grand National Assembly. 

Mr. Demirel, 68, received sup- 
port from his conservative True 
Path Party (DYP) and the Social 
Democratic Populist Party 
(SHP), the junior member of his 
two party coalition. 

“The vote reflected die tenden- 
cy of the coalition government," 
Deputy Prime Minister Erdal In- 
onu, the leader of the SHP, told 
reporters after the vote count. 

Mr. Demire! heads an 18- 
month-old DYP-SHP coalition in 
his seventh stint as prime minis- 
ter. 

A second vote will take place 
on May 22, when a two thirds 
majority will again be required to 
elect the president 

Mr. Demirel is expected to be 
elected on third ballot, slated for' 
May 16, when a simple majority 
of votes will be needed, deputies 
from the ruling coalition said. 

If - the president cannot be 
elected on the fourth ballot, sche- 
duled for May 20, parliament will 
be dissolved for general elections. 

Only 422 deputies cast ballots. 
Deputy Parliamentary Speaker 
Yildirim Avri announced in the 
nationally televised vote. 



RAIDS CONTINUE: Nigerian peace, kcepeig soldiers search for arms in a refug ee camp in the 
Somali capital of Mogadishu (AFP photo} 


Iraq not to compensate Jordanians 
for losses in invalidated currency 


By Ram Sabhagh 

Reuter 

AMMAN — Iraq told Jordan 
Saturday it would not compen- 
sate Jordanian businessmen and 
investors who might have lost 
millions of dollars after Baghdad 
withdrew old bank notes from 
circulation. 

“The Iraqi authorities told us 
dearly today that they will not 
make any exceptions for anyone 
and change the withdrawn money 
with new notes for any affected 
party," a senior government offi- 
cial told Reuters. 

"They made it very dear that 
this also applied to Jordanian 
traders who were paid in the 
Withdrawn currency in return for 
goods they sent to Iraq.” 


Jordan to continue efforts 

CENTRAL BANK OF JORDAN (CBJ) Governor Mohammad Saced AI 
Nsbnbi Saturday said hi a reply to a question by tbe Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, that tbe outcome of contact* be had vHth the Iraqi authorities Io alia** 
Jordanian m er c ha nts to exchange Iraqi banknotes enure B rd by tbe Iraqi 
gov e r nm ent did not seem encouraging so tar. Dr. Nabnfci sakl tbe CBJ 
would continue Its contacts with the concerned Iraqi authorities to protect 
tbe interests of Jordanian merc h ants who were harmed by Iraq’s recent 
decision. 


Jordanian businessmen and 
food supplier — probably Iraq's 
main trading partners — had 
pinned high hopes that Jordan 
would be able to negotiate a 
settlement with Baghdad to help 
compensate them. 

Iraq, battling to boost its ailing 
currency. Tuesday withdrew from 
circulation 25-dinar premium- 
priced banknotes printed in 


Europe before the 1990 Gulf 
crisis. * 

Baghdad said banknotes held 
abroad had been smuggled out 
illegally in a bid to undermine its 
economy and would not be re- 
placed. It slammed shut its bor- 
ders for six days. 

It said .only Iraqis inside 
would be able to swap them for 
new notes. 


Brotherhood restates opposition to 
temporary legislation on elections 


By Ayman A) Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — The Muslim 
Brotherhood bloc at the Lower 
House of Parliament Saturday 
warned that changing the elec- 
tions law through a temporary 
legislation would undermine con- 
fidence between tbe executive 
and legislative branches and 
would cast doubts on the credibil- 
ity of the democratic process in 
Jordan. 

“The Muslim Brotherhood de- 
puties are waiting for the govern- 
ment to announce tbe parliamen- 
tary elections on their date under 
the permanent (aw that should 
not be replaced with a temporary 
law,” Brotherhood spokesman 
Ibrahim Khreisat told a press 
conference Saturday. 

He said any change to the law 
should be processed through the 
House, which should not be 
bypassed by issuing temporary 
laws. 


“We will consider the issuing of 
a temporary law contradictory to 
the will of tbe people. It would 
render false the democratic pro- 
cess,” said Mr. Khreisat. 

Mr. Khreisat said, however, 
that the Brotherhood will not 
boycott the elections should such 
a change be in the making, 
adding that the Islamic move- 
ment is prepared to deal with all 
possibilities. 

Islamic Action From (IAF) 
president Ishaq AI Farhan has 
said that his party was carefully 
drafting its elections strategy, 
awaiting the government’s deci- 
sion on die elections before de- 
ciding which and how many of its 
candidates will contest the next 
elections, which are scheduled for 
later this year. 

Government officials have 
been niton-committal on whether 
a change in the elections law is 
forthcoming, only confirming 
that the present cabinet of Sharif 


Zeid Ben Shaker will not address 
any issues pertaining to the elec- 
tions. 

His Majesty King Hussein said 
recently that changes to the elections 
law are still under cosi derations, 
adding that elections for the 12tb 
Parliament will be held around 
November. 

Informed sources lold the Jordan 
Tunes last week that any decision on 
changing the elections law will have 
to be taken with the consensus of all 
concerned parties. "Changing the 
election law wilt not be a government 
decision.'' said a source who re- 
quested anonymity. 

According to the sources, tbe 
mechanism for changing the elections 
law — if such a change is to be made 
— is expected to be similar to the one 
through which the National Charter 
was endorsed in 1991: The king would 
form a committee representing all 
political trends and entrust it with the 
process. 

Mr.' Khreisat. however, said his 
movement would reject such a 
mechanism, insisting that the House 

(Continued on page 5) 


U.S. revives threat to 
seek Libyan oil embargo 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
White House has revived a threat 
to seek an oil embargo against 
Libya to force the handover of 
two Libyans accused of blowing 
up a Pan American airliner over 
Scotland. 

“We are determined to seek 
tougher sanctions, including oil, 
if Libya remains intransigent.” 
President Bill Clinton’s National 
Security Adviser, Anthony Lake, 
said in a letter dated Tuesday and 
made available to Reuters late 
Friday. 

Mr. Lake made his comments 
to Susan Cohen, whose 20-year- 
old daughter, Theo, was among 
tbe 259 people on board who 
were killed by the bomb on Dec. 
21. 1988. 

Also killed were 1 1 people on 
the ground in Lockerbie, Scot- 
land. 

The United States and Britain 
have charged that two alleged 
Libyan intelligence operatives. 
Abdel Basset Ali Magrahi and 
Lamen Khalifa Fhimah, planted 
the bomb that blew up the air- 
lines. 

Effective April 15, 1992, the 
U.N. Security Council imposed a 
ban on air travel and arms sales to 


Libya unless it surrendered the 
suspects in the Pan Am Flight 103 
case as well as other agents impli- 
cated in the 1989 bombing of a 
French Uta airliner over the 
Sahara. 

In his letter to Ms. Cohen. Mr. 
Lake said the Clinton administra- 
tion had made a “serious effort" 
to persuade Security Council 
members, particularly Britain 
and France, to agree on tighter 
sanctions, including an oil embar- 
go. before the sanctions came up 
for review on April 8. 

In Jakarta. Libyan Foreign 
Minister Omar Mustafa Al Mon- 
tasser called Saturday for a par- 
tial lifting of the U.N. ban on 
flights so' that thousands of Li- 
byan Muslims can join this year’s 
pilgrimage to Mecca. 

He told a news conference 
Libya wanted fellow Islamic 
countries including Indonesia to 
lobby the Security Council to 
temporarily lift its year-long air 
blockade, 

“We are asking Indonesia 
together with other OIC (Orga- 
nisation of Islamic Conference) 
countries... to use Us good offices 
to open a corridor for our pil- 
grims to go to Mecca," he said. 


U.S. and allies consider 
near-total Serbia embargo 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Washington and its allies are to 
pursue Yugoslav President Slobo- 
dan Milosevic's offer of imposing 
an almost-total embargo on the 
Bosnian Serbs. White House 
spokesman George Stcphano- 
poulos said Saturday. 

“They will pursue ... Mr. 
Milosevic's offer to help insure 
that his borders are not pene- 
trated. This is a chance to test 
Mr. Milosevic's sincerity in this 
regard.” said Mr. Stephano- 
poulos following a two-hour 
meeting on the Balkans war be- 
tween President Bill Clinton and 
his top advisers. 

Mr. Stephanopoulos said that 
the United States would continue 
consulting with its European 
allies in the next several days over 
possible military action in the 
region. 

Mr. Ginton asked Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher, who 
returned from a six-day Euro- 
pean swing Friday, to continue 
talks with leaders there by tele- 
phone over the weekend. 

During Saturday's meeting Mr. 
Christopher spelled out Europe’s 
reception of the White House 
proposal to use military might. 


including air strikes. 

Also at the meeting were Vice- 
President Al Gore, Defence 
Secretary Les Aspin. Chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Colir 
Powell and Washington's U.N. 
Ambassador Madeleine Albright, 

On Friday, Mr. Ginton said 
military pressure on Bosnian Serb 
forces would be limited and 
would not open the floodgates rc 
an even wider, long conflict. 

The operations would have "a 
beginning, a middle and end,” he 
said. 

Russian President Boris Yelt- 
sin said Saturday he hoped the 
Bosnian Serbs would approve a 
peace plan in a referendum and 
opposed any military intervention 
in Bosnia-Heizegovina before the 
vote. 

"Some kind of spontaneous 
decision is not possible. We still 
must go through the referendum 
in Bosnia,” Mr. Yeltsin said, 
speaking at a joint news confer- 
ence with Canadian Prime Minis- 
ter Brian Mulroney. 

Mt. Yeltsin was referring to a 
referendum that the self- 
proclaimed Bosnian Serb parlia- 
ment decided to hold on the U.N. 
peace plan. 


Israelis 
kill youth 
in W. Bank 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli soldjccs *bnt 
dead a 16-year-oM Palestinian 
after a group of youths threw 
stones at their patrol m the occu- 
pied West Bank Saturday, miht- - \ 
ary officials said. ! 

The dead youth was named as 
Nazem Al Gawad Halamch Sav- , 
memeh. from the West Bank 
village of Deir Dibwan, near the 
town of RamaJIaii. 

The officials said the soldiers 
opened fire, fatally wounding 
Sarmcmeh. after the Palestinians 
ignored orders rn stop throwing 
stones. 

Sarmcmeh, was treated on the 
spot by an army media but died 
from his wounds. 

Ihe army said its troops pas- 
sing the village of Deir Dibwan, 

14 kilometres north of Jerusalem, 
opened fire on a group of stone 
throwers who refused to halt. 

Sarmcmeh was hit and died 
shortly later, the army said. ] 

Arab reports said Sarmcmeh** 
body was brought to the hospital 
in Ramallah where his family was 
in a standoff with troops, who 
refused to give up the body for 
burial. 

Sarmemeh's death brought to 
1094 the number of Palestinians 
killed by Israeli soldiers or civi- 
lians in the rebellion against 
Israeli rale since it began in De- 
cember 1987. according to an AP 
count. 

Meanwhile, the Muslim fun- 
damentalist Hamas movement 
accused Palestinian peace nego- 
tiators of selling out their people 
and called on them to abandon 
the Arab-lsraeli peace talks. 

In a leaflet issued Saturday, 
Hamas urged Palestinians to use 
legal means to force peace nego- 
tiators to abandon the talks. 

“Stay away from political 
assassinations and (jAysical) 
threats. We ban such methods in 
our popular struggle." said the 
leaflet, a copy of which was 
obtained by the Associated Press. 

“The peace talks provides an 
atmosphere for Israel to continue 
its criminal war against our peo- 
ple.” the leaflet d aimed. 

In Cairo, a special U.N. human 
rights committee said Palestinians 
in the occupied territories are 
extremely frustrated over the fai- 
lure of the peace talks to end 
Israeli repression. 

Most felt “utter frustration and 
despair” because the peace talks, 
which resumed April 27 in 
Washington, have not led to an 
easing of "open-fire regulations 
and rules concerning freedom of 
movement.” the committee said. 

Since Sunday nine Palestinians 
have died and 100 have been 
wounded in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. Most Palestinians 
have also been prevented from 
travelling io their jobs in Israel 
since the occupied territories 
were sealed in March. 

Palestinians also accused Israel 
of '‘systematically" diverting wa- 
ter from Palestinian land and 
denying Palestinians access to wa- 
ter "as opposed to tbe preferen- 
tial treatment accorded to (Jew- 
ish) settlers." 
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Middle East News 


U.S. officials express optimism 


on Middle East peace talks 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — The 
prospects for reaching a Middle 
East peace agreement have never 
been better than they are today, 
two State Department officials 
said Friday. 

Ambassador Samuel Lewis, 
director of Policy and Planning at 
the State Department, and De- 
nnis Ross, special adviser to 
Secretary of State Warren Christ- 
opher, discussed the U.S. role in 
tne Middle East peace talks dur- 
ing sessions of the American Jew- 
ish Committee's 87th annual 
meeting. 

Itamar Rabinovich, Israel’s 
ambassador to the United States, 
also discussed the current status 
of negotiations between Israel 
and the Palestinians, Syria, Jor- 
dan and Lebanon. 

Expressing optimism about the 
peace negotiations, Mr. Lewis 
said, “I don’t think the prospects 
have ever been as good as they 
are today.” 

“We are not there yet.. .but we 
are well on the road to a real 
breakthrough this calendar 
year,” he said. Commenting on 
the current round of negotiations 
in Washington, Mr. Lewis said 
there has been “considerable 
movement” on all tracks. 

There are “plenty of enemies 
of peace” in the region “who are 
going to be trying to blow up this 
process with terror, misinforma- 
tion, and political wiles," Mr. 
Lewis said. “But I think we are 
going to keep it on the rails,” he 
added. 

Mr. Lewis credited the positive 
movement of the peace talks in 
part to improved U.S. -Israeli re- 
lations and to a more active U.S. 
role in the peace process. 


The discussions that took place 
between Mr. Christopher and 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin — in order to get the peace 
process back on track after Israel 
expelled some 400 Palestinians to 
southern Lebanon last December 
— created a “bond of confi- 
dence” between the two govern- 
ments, Mr. Lewis said. 

Mr. Christopher’s trip to the 
Middle East helped to cement 
that bond of confidence, Mr. 
Lewis said. “Hie U.S.-Israeli re- 
lationship at the end of the trip 
was now in the kind of shape it 


needed to be in to get the peace 
process going again," he said. 

“I don’t believe we would be 
sitting at the (negotiating) table 
today or see the beginnings of the 
first real concrete negotiations 
going on” without the improve- 
ment in U.S.-Israeli relations, 
Mr. Lewis said. 

During his trip to the region, 
Mr. Christopher also “succeeded 
in establishing himself as a se- 
rious, objective statesman in his 
contacts with Arab leaders,” Mr. 
Lewis said. 

According to Mr. Lewis, the 
U.S. commitment to take a more 
active role to posh the peace 
process forward, offer ideas and 
suggest ways around obstacles 
“made an impression not only on 
the Arabs, but also Prime Minis- 
ter Rabin.” 

Asked to define the U.S. role 
as full partner in the peace pro- 
cess. Mr. Lewis said the United 
States will serve as a catalyst, 
intermediary and honest broker 
when needed. Full partner, 
however, does not mean the Un- 
ited States will mediate or arbi- 
trate the negotiations, he pointed 
out. 

“We are not setting ourselves 
up as a judge and then impose a 
settlement,” he said. 

Speaking earlier in the day, 
Mr. Christopher’s special adviser 
Dennis Ross also discussed the 
U.S. role as full partner in the 
peace talks. 

“Full partner has nothing to do 
with getting in the way of direct 
negotiations: it has everything to 
do with promoting direct negotia- 
tions.” he explained. 

“There can be no substitute for 
direct negotiations. No peace can 
be imposed and no peace can be 
endured that is not negotiated 
directly by the parties,” Mr. Ross 
stressed. 

As a full partner, the United 
States can help the parties iden- 
tify fruitful ideas and clarify posi- 
tions taken by the parties, he 
said. 

“There will come a point when 
our role will be one of presenting 
ideas we think will bridge gaps. 
But that point will come at the 
time in which the parties them- 
selves have made a major effort 
to narrow the gaps and the time 
in which the parties themselves 


‘U.S. believes Iraq 


behind Bush plot 9 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
Clinton administration believes 
the Iraqi government was behind 
a plot to kill former President 
George Bush three weeks ago 
and considers it a very serious 
provocation, a senior U.S. offi- 
cial said Saturday. 

Kuwaiti authorities uncovered 
an alleged plan to assassinate Mr. 
Bush during his triumphal April 
14-16 visit to the emirate, which 
was liberated from Iraqi occupa- 
tion by a U.S.-led military coali- 
tion in February 199L. 

Although the death plot was 
reported Ishordy after Mr. Bush's 
visit, it went largely unnoticed in 
the United States. But a senior 
official told Reuters the adminis- 
tration had "credible intelli- 
gence” that it was sanctioned by 
Baghdad and took the matter 
very seriously. 

The official, who asked not to 
be identified, said the administra- 
tion had spent a week discussing 
the plot and ways to respond to iL 

When it was suggested that any 
state-sponsored effort to kill a 
former American leader would 
be tantamount to an act of war, 
the official replied "Exactly." 

. The Washington Post reported 
Saturday that President P ” 
ton sent a team of Secret xniwv 
and counter-terrorist investiga- 
tors early this week to Kuwait 
Gty. where Mr. Bush was feted 
for leading the allied victory. 

• The newspaper said a Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA) team 
preceded the agents sent this 


week. 

The Kuwaiti government 
arrested 16 people and seized 
hundreds of pounds of explosives 
during Mr. Bush's visit, the news- 
paper said. 

Those in custody and another 
Iraqi still at large have been 
charged with conspiring to assas- 
sinate Mr. Bush and commit 
other acts of terrorism. 

The Post said the plotters had 
three different plans to kfll the 
former president, two involving 
car bo mbs and the other a suicide 
attack by a man with explosives. 

The plotters never came close 
to Mr. Bush’s entourage and it is 
unclear what led to their arrest, 
the paper said. 

It said Mr. Ginton’s advisers 
were divided on how to respond, 
with Justice Department officials 
urging that the suspects be extra- 
dited to the United States to face 
criminal charges. 

Other officials are arguing for 
direct retribution, the Post said. 
It said that those in favour of a 
stem response included Deputy 
.National Security Adviser 
Samuel Berger, Defence Under- 
Seceretary -designate Frank Wis- 
ner and CTA Director James 


. - House spokesman 
George Stepbanopoulos said in a 
statement prompted by a Post 
inquiry that if the administration 
determines Iraq was “involved in 
state-sponsored terrorism, the 
United States will take appropri- 
ate action against Iraq.” 
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have adopted a problem-solving 
approach,” Mr. Ross said. 

Mr. Ross said the parties in the 
current negotiations are demon- 
strating a “much more problem- 
solving mindset” This develop- 
ment is a “hopeful” sign for the 
peace talks, he said. 

Commenting on the current 
negotiations, Mr. Rabinovich 
said both Israel and Syria believe 
“that a deal is in the offing.” At 
present. Israel and Syria are 
“haggling over the terms of the 
deal,” he reported. 

Israel has told Syria that “when 
you give us real peace we would 
be willing to give withdrawal,'' 
the ambassador said. Israeli views 
on withdrawal can only be ex- 
plored after Syria “elaborates on 
what full peace is,” he stressed. 

Israel would also like the Sy- 
rian leadership “to talk to our 
people” and “take a series of 
measures that will have public 
resonance," Mr. Rabinovich 
said. After these measures have 
been taken, Syria will “hear from 
us on what we mean about with- 
drawal,” he said. 

On the Palestinian track, Israel 
measures its success “on a daily 
basis,” the ambassador said. The 
Israeii-Palestinian track “has to 
be tended with care,” he said, 
adding that despite die difficul- 
ties, tiie Palestinians and Israelis 
have displayed a “genuine in- 
terest” in achieving an agree- 
ment. 

Mr. Rabinovich stressed that to 
achieve peace between Israel and 
Syria and the Palestinians, all 
parties must make concessions 
and move toward peace. “There 
has to be give and take,” he said. 

There have been “significant 
developments” in the Lebanese 
and Jordanian tracks, the ambas- 
sador said. However, the 
Lebanese and Jordanians “are 
waiting for the Syrians and 
Palestinians to make the first 
steps,” he added. 

Mr. Rabinovich also expressed 
a “sense of optimism” about the 
prospects of reaching some kind 
of agreement in the near future. 

“We are in a position where we 
could still hope to have concrete 
achievements in 1993.” with the 
possibility of working towards a 
comprehensive settlement in 
1994, tiie ambassador said. 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — Rus- 
sia has agreed to reconsider its 
threat to veto a resolution to 
reform the financing of the U.N. 
peace-keeping force in Cyprus 
(UNIFICYP) after Cyprus and 
Greece offered to contribute 
more than half the costs. 


“It is a very important step,” 
Russian U.N. envoy Yuli Voront- 
sov told reporters after a vote on 
the measure was postponed for 
the third time this week. 

The council will take up the 
issue again Tuesday. 

The resolution seeks to have 
the costs of the 1,500-member 
force, one of the longest-running 
U.N. operations, apportioned 
among aril U.N. members. 


UNFICYP has been stationed 
on the island since 1964 to help 
keep peace between the Greek 
Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot 
communities. 

Unlike most U.N. field opera- 
tions, it is financed by voluntary 
donations, with troop- 
contributing countries themselves 
bearing most of the burden. 

Britain, which, together with 
Austria and Canada, has a large 
contingent serving with UN- 
FICYP, is eager to spread the 
costs among all U.N. members. 
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Saudi scholars establish 

unprecedented rights group 


NICOSIA (AFP) - Six Saudi 
scholars, in a rare critical move 
against the authorities in Sdudi 
Arabia, have announced the 
c reati on of a human rights com- 
mission to fight what they call 
oppression and injustice. 

The group calls itself the Com- 
mittee for the Defence of Legiti- 
mate Rights and includes a uni- 
versity professor as well as a 


lawyer, according to a statement 
received Friday by AFP. 


It called for cooperation with 
Saudi “officials... and every per- 
son who seeks to eliminate injus- 
tice and support the oppressed” 
but it avoided any direct mention 
of the Saudi autiiorities. 



EGYPTIAN TRIAL: Two veiled women, wives which is trying suspects on charges of bombings 
of defendants, sit in court in Haykstep, Egypt, and assassination attempts in Cairo (AFP photo) 


Iraq ready to supply data if 


Quoting from the Koran and 
underlining strict adherence to 
Islamic law, the six pledged to 
“contribute in whatever that may 
help eliminate injustice, support 
the oppressed and defends ^ the 
rights prescribed by Sharia.” 
They urged the Saudi people to 
inform the new commission on all 


incident of oppression and injus- 

tice in Saudi Arabia. 

Two members of the commit- 
tee. Abdullah Ben Suleiman A 
Masari and Abdullah Ben Abdul 
Rahman Al Jabbn. were signa- 
tories to a critical P£ hllC ^ 
men! addressed to King Fah <* ,n 
July 1992 by 107 Saudi religious 

figures. ... , • 

v The document, entitled At 
Islah (advice), called for a separa- 
tion between political and legal 
bodies in Saudi Arabia, the aboln 
tion of “torture and travel bans 
as well as a review of laws to 
ensure they conform with Shana. 

Saudi Arabia, which is home to 
Islam’s holiest shrines, does not 
have a written constitution, ine 
king rules in accordance with 
Sharia. , 

Islamic critics of the govern- 
ment have been making their 
voices heard since the Gulf war, 
when Saudi Arabia accepted the 
deployment of hundreds of 
thousands of western troops on 
its territory. 


HUDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


U.N. agrees it met demands Power fault sets off blasts in BeiruT 


BAHRAIN (AP) — Iraq is ready 
to reveal the sources of equip- 
ment for its nuclear weapons 
programme if the United Nations 
in return certifies Baghdad has 
compiled fully with disclosure de- 
mands. a weapons inspector said 
Friday. 

The U.N. inspector, Richard 


Hooper, said the Iraqis wanted 
assurances that the U.N. Intema- 


do I know that some guy doesn't 
have uranium in his basement 
some place?” 

Mr. Hooper’s team took water 
samples at 15 sites throughout 
Iraq, theese will be taken back to 
Vienna, the IAEA headquarters, 
to be tested for any traces of 
nuclear activity. 


Russia 
reconsiders 
threat to 
veto funds for 
Cyprus force 


tional Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) would agree Iraq has 
compiled fully with Security 
Coundl Resolution 687. 

That resolution called for 
Baghdad to dismantle its prog- 
rammes to build weapons of mass 
destruction and disclose the 
names of the suppliers. 

“What they're saying is. “we've 
cooperated.... but we want some 
assurances that having done so, 
we get something back,”* said 
Mr. Hooper, an American. 

He said the Iraqi demand was 
unacceptable to the United Na- 
tions. 

Mr. Hooper headed a team of 
14 experts that arrived in Bahrain 
Friday after spending a week in 
Iraq.’ The Inspectors’ Special 
Commission has its regional 
headquarters in Bahrain. 

Another stumbling block has 
been Iraq’s refusal to acoept U.N. 
resolutions that establish a long- 
term weapons-momtoring prog- 
ramme to ensure Baghdad's con- 
tinued compliance. 

Mr. Hooper said the Iraqis told 
him they bad “no objection to the 
technical aspects of those resolu- 
tions... but formally would never 
accept them.” 

That Iraqi position, too. is not 
acceptable to the United Nations, 
Mr. Hooper said. 

He said inspectors were confi- 
dent that Iraq’s nuclear- weapons 
facilities were “out of business” 
but that in the longer term; “How 


Also on the team were three 
experts who checked machine 
tools in Iraqi facilities north of 
Baghdad that might have dual 
purposes. The Iraqis insist the 
machines are not usable for 
nudear-weapons work and the 
inspectors must decide whether 
that is the case. 


border, which the commission 
moved several hundred metres 
north. Last January Iraqi soldiers 
crossed the line several times to 
carry off weapons left behind in 
Iraq’s retreat at the end of the 
Gulf war. 

The incursions were part of a 
series of incidents that led to 
allied raids on Iraqi installations. 

“We are really pleased,” said 
Mohammad Al Sallal, Kuwaiti 
ambassador to U.N. offices in 
Geneva. “The job was done in a 
very efficient way with the best 
qualified experts.” 


Border based ends work 


The U.N. commission that 
marked the border between Iraq 
and Kuwait over the objections of 
the Iraqi government finished its 
work Friday. 

The U.N. Iraq-Kuwait bound- 
ary demarcation commission, 
which provoked an Iraqi walkout 
when it decided on the land bor- 
der last year, received a report at 
its final Geneva meeting that the, 
sea border also has been marked. 

The commBsioti -tnarked’-tber- 
waters so that both - countries • 
could have access for shipping to 
the Gulf. 


“Hopefully, it’s going to be 
accepted by both parties,” said 
Miklos Pinther, the U.N.’s chief 
cartographer and secretly of the 
commission, but he said he did 
not know what Iraq would do. 

Iraqi officials reached at their 
mission in Geneva refused to 
comment, but Kuwait welcomed 
the commission's work, which 
was based on a 1963 agreement 
between the two countries. 

Iraq has previously refused to 
accept the 202-kilometre land 


Nicolas Valticos of Greece, the 
commission chairman, said the 
border was “dear and fair” and 
‘Hakes into account the interests 
of the two countries and will 
allow them to develop good rela- 
tions because no one has been 
badly treated.” 

The commission originally in- 
cluded three international experts 
and representatives appointed by 
Iraq and Kuwait, but Iraq stop- 
ped attending last year. 

Nonetheless, the panel’s find- 
ings are binding on Iraq under 
• inieraational«lafe«Dfficials said. -- • 
Mr. Pinter said^be - had kept , 
Iraq infonfed OreverytlrirTg; ffie * 
commission discussed and did: 
He denied that the commission- 
reallocated land between the two 
countries, but simply applied a 
long-standing agreement. 


“It’s a technical commission,” 
said Mr. Pinter. “We considered 
no political issues. We strictly 
went by the delimitation formula, 
which gave a description of the 
existing frontier.” 

The commission did have to 
interpret the description, howev- 
er, he said. 

“We resurveyed the area,” Mr. 
Pinther said. “And we pnt mar- 
kers in the ground.” 


Gouled reelected in first round 


DJIBOUTI (Agencies) — Has- 
san Gouled Aptidon was 
reelected president of Djibouti 
for a fourth term after the first 
round of a multi-party presiden- 
tial election, according to official 
results released Saturday. 

Five candidates had contested 
Djibouti's first multi-party pres- 
idential election. 

The Interior Ministry said that 
the incumbent head of state won 
60.71 per cent of Friday’s vote. 

Hie result means that Presi- 
dent Gouled, who has ruled this 
little Horn of Africa state since 
independence from France in 
1977, does not have to face a 
second round. 

His main challenger, Moham- 
mad Djama Elabe, trailed with 
22.03 per cent, while rival candi- 
date Aden Robleh Awaile won 
12.29 per cent, the results said. 

A total 49.74 per cent of the 
150.487 electors abstained. 


according to the Interior Minis- 
tiy. 

Interior Minister Idriss Harbi 
earlier denied opposition charges 
of electoral irregularity, Mr. 
. Aden Robleh accused the author- 
ities of keeping opposition offi- 
cials out of some polling stations, 
notably in the districts of Obock 
and Tadjourah and some in Dik- 
nil. 

Mr. Aden Robleh, leader of 
the National Democratic Party, 
claimed that 400 soldiers whose 
names were not on the rolls voted 
at one station. 

Opposition activists claimed 
that many citizens who had not 
reached the legal minimum age of 
18 years at the Feb. 28 cut-off 
date cast ballots anyway. No vio- 
lence was reported. 

The From for the Restoration 
of Unity and Democracy, which 
launched a guerrilla war in 
November 1991 in the northern 


and western regions populated by 
the Afar group, boycotted the 
vote. 

Mr. Gouled has boosted his 
army five-fold to 15,000 men 
since the rebellion broke out over 
Afar claims of poor representa- 
tion in the government. The guer- 
rillas have been driven into the 
mountains. 


France maintains about 4,000 
troops in its strategically located 
former colony. French soldiers 
positioned themselves between 
the two sides last year, but have 
since withdrawn to barracks. 

France, which sent 10 obser- 
vers tef monitor the election, on 
Friday offered to mediate be- 
tween the warring sides. 


Djibouti; its capital with die 
same name, lies on the Gulf of 
Aden and covers 23,000 square 
kilometres. It is bordered by 
Somalia, Ethiopia and Eritrea. 
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BEIRUT (AP) — An overloaded power transformer blew up 
Saturday in the southern suburbs of Beirut, setting a chain ot 
explosions at a nearby storehouse of butane gas cylinders, ponce 
said. One person was slightly injured in the accident in tne 
densely-populated Bir Abed district, they said. Aj pohee spokes- 
man said the transformer exploded at 11:20 a.m. (08*0 GMT) and 
started a fire, which quickly spread to the adjacent warehouse. The 
heat set off a number of gas cylinders over the next 10 minutes. 
Firefighters were able to control the blaze and thwart further 
explosions by noon (0900 GMT), the spokesman said. Seven blasts ; 
echoed across the capital as the transformer burned, and Beirut ' 
radio stations later interrupted regular programmes to assure: 
residents that these were not bombs. Bombings killed thousands of : 
people during the 1975-1990 civil war. But no serious sabotage acts ' 
have been reported in more than a year as government troops. , 
backed by army units from neighbouring Syria, regained control of 
Beirut and its environs and dismantled militia groups that had 
fought the war. 


Trial of Egyptian militants adjourned 


CAIRO (AFP) — The trial of 14 Islamic militants accused of 
attacks against government officials and foreign tourism has 
adjourned until next week, amid defence charges that one suspect 
had been tortured. The new hearing was set for May 15 at the 
request of die defence, which also said it needed more time to 
study the cases of the 14 men, four of whom are on the run. The 
court also agreed to a defence request to have a doctor check a 
suspect who was allegedly tortured during police interrogation. 
The suspects, who face the death penalty if convicted, denied the 
charges against them which were read out Saturday at the high 
jnjjjjary court. They are accused of involvement in .the, April 20 
faded bid to assassinate Information Minister Safwat Al Sharif. 
wfaa..w as Jjnrt by flying glass while his bodyguard and driver 
suffered gunshot wounds in the attack. The accused are also 
charged with the March bombings of the Pyramids and a tour bus 
Ootade Cairo’s antiquities museum, which left no casualties, as 
well an attack that killed a police officer in Cairo. 


Botha to make first visit to Egypt 


CAIRO (AFP) — Pik Botha is expected next week in Egypt on the 
first visit here by a South African foreign minister, a Foreign 
Ministry spokesman announced Saturday. Mr. Botha, who arrives 
next Saturday, will have talks with Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa on bilateral and African affairs ahead of the opening in Cairo 
on June 28 of the Organisation of African Unity (OAU) summit. 
Egypt does not maintain diplomatic links with South Africa and the 
government has repeatedly said ties would only be set up in line 
with a unanimous OAU decision. But officials do not exclude a 
decision by Cairo to go ahead and forge ties with Pretoria. 


Former Afghan minister hiding in Switzerland 


w , 

BERNE (R) — Former Afghan Foreign Minister Abdul Wakil is 
hiding in Switzerland in fear of his life, Swiss refugee officials said. 
He has not been given political asylum, but we are allowing him to 
stay until at is safe for him and his family to return to Afghanistan," 
said a spokeswoman for the federal office for refugees. “For 
““"jy address in Switzerland is being kept secret.” 

M de w3si e d ? y NeU j ? ue L rcher Zeitung newspaper revealed 
t f m < jnni he Soviet-supported government of 
President NajibuUah from 1986 until its collapse in 1992, arrived in 
July that year seeking asylum. The newspaper said his presence was 

Mr w t? r as y ,um rejected last January. It 
“^f n d Wak d had been allowed to stay with his wife and 

P ers ° na l intervention of former Swiss 
i ^ aus . J f cob, -. Mr - Jacobi and Mr. Wakil met a 

of t! 4-ten at, ° nal neg0tiati0m f ° r a 


Ukrainians demand release of Demjanjuk 


^]™^ an nati ?nalist groups called on Friday for the 
311 , * racl1 Pnson of John Demjanjuk, who was 
convicted of operating gas chambers in Poland during World War 

10 ^ Sev J era! do “" demonstrators^ de Wing*a 
ban by local Kiev authorities, demonstrated outside parliament Md 
flie Israeh embassy with blue-and-yellow Ukrainian 
banners. “John Demjanjuk is a SSnrf toff hLM “ nd 
placard said. “Freedo^r Ukrainian SemUfok!’’ 
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Queen to open Jubilee school 
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P££**ff U-T.) — Her Majesty 
Oueen Noor Sunday win inaugu- 
rate the temporary Jubilee School 

[kjrtf^ d A Ch,ldrcn *** out - 
sfcirts of Amman as part of Jor- 
dan s ongoing celebrations of the 
£>th anniversary of His Majesty 
Mng Hussein’s assumption of bis 
constitutional powers. 

According to Fathi iaiwan. the 
projects director, the Jubilee 
school is the first residential 
secondary school in Jordan to 
provide educational opportuni- 
ties for outstanding Jordanian 
students. 

Uesaid it can accommodate up 
to 400 male and female students 
for a four-year term at the secon- 
dary level. 

Dr. Jarwan said that initially 
100 students from different parts 
of the country; especially the 
rural and underdeveloped areas, 
will be accepted each year! 
selected according to their special 
abilities and talents. 

The school will be temporarily 
housed in a secondary school 
building provided by the Ministry 
of Education, but plans continue 
as scheduled in building perma- 
nent premises on 120 dunums at* 
Um Zweitmeh, near the Royal 
Scientific Society in northern 
Amman, be added. 

Schooling for non-boarding 
students will begin this fall. Dr. 
.Jaryan said. 

The Noor A1 Hussein Founda- 
tion (NHF), which is undertaking 
the project in cooperation with 
the Ministry of Education, said in 
a statement that the Jubilee 
School will place emphasis on 
prod ucing balanced and creative 
citizens, committed to productive 
work and to the ideals of moral 
and positive behaviour towards 
individuals and groups. 

It said that the school aims to 

Crown 

Prince 

meets with 

visiting 

peace 

activists 

AMMAN (J/T.) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
met with the visiting PAX World 
Service Organisation delegation 
and discussed peace in the region. . 

Prince Hassan was quoted as 
saying that the human being and 
his basic needs in this region 
should constitute the axis of the 
efforts which deal with the priori- 
ties that were called for by Jordan 
because they form the basis for a 
just peace. 

Spokesman for the 26-member 
American delegation, John 
Anderson, told Jordan Television 
that PAX "was a non- 
governmental body dedicated to 
the idea that by bringing Amer- 
icans to countries of the Middle 
East, to learn about these coun- 
tries, to talk to their leaders and 
to talk to the people themselves, 
we can then enlarge the chances 
for peace by creating better and 
more understanding." Mr. 
Anderson, a former U.S. Con- 
gressman. said “We have had a 
most informative and wonderful 
session with Jordanian leaders, 
who impressed us with frankness 
and forthrightness in their 
answers. We go away, I am sure, 
all of us feeling that Jordan is a 
country that shares with the Un- 
ited States many - of the same 
values and democratic ideals," he 
said. 

Earlier the PAX delegation 
met with Minister of Information 
Mahmoud Al Sharif. Mr. Sharif 
also held a separate meeting with 
a visiting team from the U.S. War 
College. 



give talented youths access to a 
distinguished secondary educa- 
tion, improve their performance 
m all disciplines, promote atten- 
tion to the scholarly needs of high 
potential students and improve 
services to the academically 
gifted. 

According to NHF, the Jubilee 
School is a national project that 
promotes excellence in education 
in a manner consistent with the 
goals of Jordan’s national educa- 
tional reform and development 
movement. 

The statement said that as a 
laboratory school, the institution 
will contribute to the develop- 
ment of education throughout the 
region by accepting outstanding 
students from other Arab coun- 
tries ax a later stage. 

The NHF said the Jubilee 


School will be operated as an 
independent institution, gov- 
erned by a board of trustees and 
an executive committee, as well 
as a faculty council. 

In preparation for the school’s 
opening, the NHF organised 
workshops in 1989 to discuss cur- 
ricula and teaching strategies, 
specifically in the fields of science 
and mathematics, to meet the 
seeds of gifted children. 

The workshops were designed 
to prepare teachers and super- 
visors for the school and offer a 
chaiw for an exchange of exper- 
tise between Arab and non- Arab 
educationists. 

During Sunday’s ceremony. 
Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Education Thouqan 
AI Hxndawi will hand over the 
school keys to Her Majesty. 






His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan Saturday meets with a 
visiting delegation from the PAX World Service Organisation 
(Petra photo) 
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Minister of Information Mahmoud Al Sharif Saturday meetsArith 
visiting representatives of the U.S. War College (petra photo) 

At the meetings the minister Jordan’s position with regard to 


At the meetings the minister 
discussed the lack of progress in 
the ninth round of the current 
Arab-Israeli peace talks in 
Washington. 

Mr. Sbarif said Israel should 
end its repressive measures 
against the Palestinians in the 
occupied Arab lands as a man- 
ifestation of its good intentions 
and a confidence-building mea- 
sure. 

The minister also spoke about 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


Tbc following listings a re compiled from monthly 

bulletins and the daily Arabic press. Readers are 

advised to verify the listed time and place with the 

concerned institutions. 

exhibitions 

■fr Exhibition of paintings by Adnan AI Sharif at 
Rnhwtng Art Gallery. 

* EzhibBlon of Yemeni heritage which includes 
photos and pa inting s depicting development in 
Yemen, books on the hikory of Yemen, tradi- 
tional costumes and handicrafts at Yannonk 
University. 

* Exhib ition of photos of His Majesty King 
Hussein and aspects of development in Jordan 
under his leadership at Yannonk University. 

-it Close-up photograph exhibition entitled “Inti- 
mate Petra*' by Pmla WUEams-Brown and 
original embossed, hand-painted prints by Rima 
Farah at the Gallery, InterContinental Hotel. 

* Art exhibition entitled "The Legend of Petra 
n" by artist Snba Shoman at the National 
Gallery for Fine Arts. 

☆ Art exhibition by Jordanian artist Ahmad 
Nawasfa at the French Cultural Centre. 

■it Art exhibition by Syrian Artist Yousef AbdeBte 
at Al Balka'a Gallery, Al Fuheis city. 


* Art exhibition entitled “Fragments; Weavings 
and Works on Paper” by Kevin A. JEOuch and 
Margaret M. Hindi at the American Centre. 

fr Exhibition of paintings by Saha Katibah Noursl 
at the Spanish Cultural. 

tt Exhibition oT conte m porary Japanese posters at 
the Royal Cultural Centre. 

* Exhibition of posters at the Goethe Institute. 

* Exhibition of photographs at the British Conn- 
ed. 


■j5r Lecture, in Arabic, on “The Literature of the 
Occupied Arab Lands between 1948 and 1967** 
by Dr. Afhan Al Qasem at the Scientific and 
Cultural Centre of Abdul Hameed Sboman 
Foradafion — 630 p.m. 

FILM 

Feature film entitled “Bonnie and Clyde** at 6 
p jn. at the American Centre. 

EUROPEAN FILM WEEK 

& Belgian fibn entitled ‘“Wait Until Spring, 
Bandbti** at 8 pjn. al the Royal Cultural 
Centre. 


Northern 

village 

shaken 

by fierce . 

storm, 

probably 

tornado 

By Lima NabO 

Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — A tornado-like 
storm briefly hit an area in north- 
ern Jordan last week, leaving a 
trail of destruction to trees and 
opening a long rift in the fields. 

The residents of the Khirbet AJ 
Wahadneb village near Kifrunjeh 
last Tuesday heard what they 
described as a horrible sound 
resembling several fighter bom- 
bers flying at low altitudes or a 
terrible sound of thunder. 

Meteorologist Jasser Rabadi, 
who reported the news after in- 
terviewing the townspeople -and 
surveying the area, said local 
residents saw what appeared to 
them to be a long column of dark 
smoke rising some 150 metres 
above tbe ground on the northern 
side of the village and moving 
swiftly to the southeast. 

Dr. Rabadi said the residents 
also saw trees being uprooted and 
hauled up into the air with a 
terrible sound. He said he took 
photographs of the wide devas- 
tated area of land where trees 
were tom up from their roots and 
others split in half. 

Dr. Rabadi said he followed 
the path of tbe tornado and found 
that it caused damage to trees 
planted within a circle of about 60 
metres in diameter. 

A tornado, according to the 
New Encyclopaedia Britanmca, is 
“a violent cyclonic (low pressure) 
storm with an intense updraft 
ncart its centre that is capable of 
lifting heavy objects such as trees 
and cars in die air and upending 
even heavier objects such as rail- 
way cars.” 

“The relatively low pressure at 
the centre of tbe funnel-like vor- 
tex causes cooling and condensa- 
tion, thus making the storm visi- 
ble as a revolving column of cloud 
called a funnel.” 

The paths of tornadoes average 
only several hundred metres in 
width and 26 kilometres in 
length. 

According to Dr. Rabadi, a 
tornado has a fierce destruction 
power, but it lasts only a few 
minutes. 

He believed that the storm 
witnessed by the villagers was an 
actual tornado, perhaps the only 
one in bring memory in the King- 
dom. 


U.S. rejection of wheat purchase 
not a matter of politics — sources 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A reported rejec- 
tion by the U.S. government of a 
proposed purchase by Jordan of 
wheat has very little to do with 
politics but everything to do with 
trade and commerce procedures 
set by the U.S. authorities, in- 
formed sources said Saturday. 

The sources, commenting on a 
report from Chicago that the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(U.S. D.O.A.) had turned down 
a Jordanian tender to buy. 30.000 
tonnes of American hard wheat, 
said tbe rejection did not mean 
that the U.S. was refusing to sell 
wheat to Jordan, but that the 
price proposed by the Kingdom 
was deemed low. 

“It is a normal procedure that 
* the buyer proposes a price so that 
the Department of Agriculture 
considers it and offers a prop- 
ortionate subsidy to (the seller) to 
adjust the price and make it 
compatible with the European 
price of wheat,” said one of the 
sources. 

In the reported case, Jordan 
proposed a price of $138.50 per 
tonne cost and freight (C&F) 
Aqaba, but it was not accepted by 
the U.S. D.O.A. * 

According to trade sources 
familiar with Jordan’s approach 
to international purchases, the 
Kingdom is a hard bargainer, 
and. as one source put it, “it 
always starts from below mini- 
mum so that a good bargain could 
be struck in the end.” 

“The next step is for Jordan to 
improve its present offer and 
resubmit to the Department of 
Agricultise for consideration.” 
said the source. 

No Jordanian official was im- 
mediately available for comment 
on the issue, but sources noted 
that the procedures were routine 
and followed at every similar 
instance. 

Jordan paid around $145 per 



Less than 10% of Jordan's annual consumption of wheat is grown in the Kingdom i File 


photo) 

tonne of American wheat far its 
last purchase from the U.S.. but 
international wheat prices have 
gone down since then. 

Tbe Department of Apicul- 
ture was also reported to have 
turned down an Egyptian offer to 
buy 150,000 tonnes lean wheat at 
SI 06 per tonne free on board 
(F.O.B.) American port. 

Jordan consumes around 
600.000 tonnes of wheat every 
year. Its main source is the U.S. 
India, which sold around 200.000 
tonnes to Jordan in 1991. had no 
wheat for exports in 1992 and 
1993. 

Diplomatic sources meanwhile 
noted that the Clinton adminis- 
tration had presented Congress 
with requests for approval of 
foreign assistance, inducting the 
release of $50 million in 1992 
funds for Jordan. 

Submitting the requests of a 


congressional committee last 
week. Assistant Secretary of 
State Edward Djcrejian said 
American aid to Jordan was tied 
to the democratism lion process 
under way in the Kingdom, the 
Middle East peace process and 
the enforcement of the interna- 
tional sanctions against Iraq. 

“Jordan has taken very signifi- 
cant steps towards democracy 
over the past four years,” he told 
the House of Representatives 
Foreign Affairs Sub-commitiee 
on Europe and Middle East. 
“This is one of the least appreci- 
ated success stories in the Middle 
East. Thus, maintaining stability- 
in Jordan is part of our overall 
support for democrat! sat ion." 

In the context of the Arab- 
Israeli peace process. Mr. Djere- 
jian told the panel that American 
assistance “also helps sustain Jor- 
dan’s very positive role... and its 


commitment t«» guai.in.tvc’:!:! in- 
security of its border. " 

According to the administra- 
tion official, the jtd uiso %o:«n 
hutes to improving the l N 

sanctions again*! ir.iq 

Mr. Djcreiiu:* acknowledged 
that Jordan was suffering so erelv 
from its adherence to the sanc- 
tions against Iraq, once the King- 
dom's largest trade partner, .mil 
noted that Amman .ilv> had 
heavy foreign debts. 

U.S. support for Jordan "is 
crucial,” he said. “We expect to 
begin consultations soon on the 
release of $50 million" for the 
.1992-93 fiscal year, he ic'd the 
House panel. 

Further discussions on aid to 
the Kingdom remain in limbo ".is 
we continue to monitor Jordan's 
performance on democratization, 
the peace process and i sanctions 5 
enforcement." lie said. 


Jordan takes active role in exporting — Ensour 


AMMAN (J.T.) — According to 
Minister of Industry and Trade 
Abdullah Ensour, tbe business 
sector in Jordan has recently de- 
veloped its traditional r role of 

simply buying and selling pro- 
ducts into exploring potential 
markets abroad. 

At the opening session of a 
two-day seminar on developing 
exports, co-organised by the 
National Committee of the Jorda- 
nian chapter of the International 
Chamber of Commerce (ICC) 
and the Austrian Federal Econo- 
mic Chamber, Dr. Ensour said 
the seminar comes at a time when 
Jordan is actively seeking to in- 
crease. its exports and the govern- 


ment is backing these efforts. 

The minister said the govern- 
ment has created the Jordan Ex- 
ports Development and Commer- 
cial Centres Corporation (JED- 
CO) to help local exporters find 
new markets abroad. He added 
that the Central Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ) is helping exporters with 
financing which in some cases 
reaches up to 90 per cent of the 
total cost of the exported pro- 
ducts. 

Two specialists from Austria, 
Hans Bauer and Guenter Langer. 
are expected to deliver lectures at 
the seminar on preparations for 

g aining access to overseas mar- 
ets. 

Mohammad Asfour, president 


of the Federation of Jordanian 
Chambers of Commerce and 
head of (he National Jordanian 
Committee, said participants will 
have a chance to familiarise 
themselves with Austrian export 
techniques. 

Austrian Ambassador to Jor- 
dan Michael Stige Bauer said his 
country was keen on developing 
its trade and economic ties with 
Jordan and the seminar was an 
attempt to help Jordanians be- 
nefit from the Austrian experi- 
ence. 

The participants will discuss 
modern export procedures, en- 
tering new markets and dealing 
with agents and distributors 
abroad. 
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Abdullah Ensour 


the Gulf crisis and the negative 
effects of the war on Jordan's 
national economy. The U.S. War 
College delegation called ar 
Army Headquarters and met the 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff Lt. Gen. Abdul Hafez Mirai 
AI Kaabneh to review the general 
conditions in the Middle East. 
They were also briefed on the 
development of the Jordanian 
Armed Forces. 


HOME MEWS IN BRIEF 

King congratulates Czech president 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Saturday sent a 
cable to Czech President Vaclav Havel congratulating him on his 
country’s independence day. King Hussein wished Mr. Havel 
good health and happiness and the Czech people further progress 
and prosperity. 

Visiting papal envoy praises Jordan 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Papal envoy Cardinal Achille SQvestrini, 
prefect of Oriental Congratulations at the Vatican, Saturday 
praised existing relations between Jordan and the Vatican. 
Cardinal SQvestrini, at present on a visit to Jordan as part of a 
regional tour, commended tbe atmosphere of freedom and 
democracy in Jordan. In an interview with Jordan Television, the 
cardinal ruled out that Pope John Paul II intends to visit occupied 
Jerusalem, saying aiiy visit by the Pope to the holy dty will only 
come after a final solution on the status of Jerusalem is reached. 


Resources use policies should 
consider environment — expert 



BEST PHOTO: Ammar Khamash’s photograph, taken from tbe 
inside of the Hmood Mansion in Luweibdeh after it was sold to tbe 
Abdul Hameed Sboman Foundation last year, Saturday won tbe 
Overall Best Photograph award In a Britfeb Council competition. 
Winners fo three other categories were: Amanda Brownie- Benson 
in the “Generd” category; Ammar Khamash in tbe “Oldies” 
c a te gory ; and Sarah Haddad in tbe “16 & Under" category 


By Stephanie Genkin 

Special to the Jordan Times 

IRBfD — Development cannot 
be sustained on a deteriorating 
resource base, warned two offi- 
cials from the Ministry of Plan- 
ning. 

In a paper presented at a recent 
conference on tbe environment at 
Yarmouk University. Bashar 
KJoub and Jamal Radaideh said 
the environment should be a key 
element in the design of strategies 
and policies for tbe efficient and 
optimal use of resources in Jor- 
dan. 

Environmental experts from all • 
fields gathered for a three-day 
conference last week to discuss 
environmental problems facing 
the Arab World. The conference 
was sponsored by the Friedrich. 
Naumann Foundation, the Jorda- 
nian Society for the Control of 
Environmental Pollution and 
Yarmouk University. Attendance 
by some 150 specialists from 
around the region indicated that 
the environment is a pressing 
issue which needs to be addres- 
sed. 

The conference focused on re- 
gional strategies for the environ- 
ment. pollution, waste water 
management, soil policy and leg- 
islative proposals. 

All of the specialists at the 
conference agreed that environ- 
mental considerations ought to 
rank high on the scale of develop- 
mental priorities. 

But. opinions differed on the 
extent of damage inflicted on the 
environment, 'particularly the 
non-replenishable natural re- 
sources. Experts were also at 
odds over the amount of pollu- 
tions in the air. water and agricul- 
ture in Jordan. 

Optimistic participants indi- 
cated that the evaporation of 
Jordan’s natural resources could 
be reversed through stricter con- 
trol measures, and said that the 
government is currently formulat- 
ing policy proposals. 

Legislation is in the making, a 
few confident participants said, 
pointing to the National Environ- 
mental Strategy (NES) as evi- 


dence of headway on the issue. 

According to Mr. Kloub and 
Dr. Radaideh, Jordan was the 
first country in the Middle East to 
have completed such a compre- 
hensive strategy for the environ- 
ment. Hie document, drawn up 
in 1991. was the culmination of 
expert advice from various eco- 
nomic and administrative sectors, 
to include ISO Jordanian special- 
ists from the public and private 
sectors. 

Considering Jordan's scarce re- 
sources and rapidly growing 
population, the environmental 
challenges confronting the coun- 
try are great. Three-fourths of 
Jordan is desert, and today's agri- 
cultural land is estimated at a 
meagre 6.2% of the total area of 
the country. 

Desertification and deforesta- 
tion are destroying valuable fer- 
tile land, explained a Jordan Uni- 
versity professor. He said that 
coupled with the population in- 
crease. estimated between 3.6- 
4.2%. and with a low infant 
mortality’ rate, Jordan will be- 
come still more dependent on 
foreign sources of food. 

Experts at the conference also 
expressed concern over the de- 
pletion of water resources, a 
dwindling commodity in the 
country. 

"Jordan's water deficit is 
already more serious than most 
people realise.” said one official 
source. 

According to a geologist, over 
extraction of the 'ground water 
supply is depleting aquifers at a 
dangerously high rate. Since Jor- 
dan doesn't get much ram. and 


waste water is not properly tre- 
ated, especially industrial waste 
water, the situation is in urgent 
need of attention, he added. 

The participants at the three- 
day event looked upon the con- 
ference as an important first step 
in tackling the region's pressing 
environmental problems, howev- 
er, the vast majority also express- 
ed frustration with the sluggish 
approach of the government in 
adopting the required legislation 

Yet some environmentalist-: 
stated that improving the situa- 
tion is not wholly dependent on' 
laws and legislation. 

Through public awareness 
campaigns and educational prog- 
rammes on all levels, the people 
themselves can begin to make a 
noticeable difference in the man- 
agement of natural resource* 
said Walter Rudel of the Fnedncr. 
Naumann Foundation, a co- 
sponsor of the conference. 

During the conference be 
praised the work of civic action 
groups and non-govern mental 
organisations which have become 
an environmental force. 

If this force continues to grow . 
he said, it will be able io pu: 
pressure on bureaucratic 
tions to pass legislation which will 
preserve the region's nature.' re- 
sources and protect the environ- 
ment. 

The conference was sponsored 
by the Jordanian Society for the 
Control of Environmental Pollu- 
tion and Yarmouk University, as 
well as the Friedrich Naumann 
Foundation. 


Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation 

Due to circumstances beyond our control, the 
exhibition of paintings by Salem AI-Dabbi;gh ? 
Karim Rasan and Himat M. Ali, ScheduledV 
open Monday, May 10, 1993, has been 
postponed until further notice. 
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it: The stumbling block 


KUWAIT should be the last Arab state to want the 
collapse of any effort to heal the wounds created by the 
Gulf war of 1991. Yet, this is in effect what Arab 
League Secretary General Esmat Abdul Meguid con- 
firmed recently when he revealed that the Arab 
reconciliation effort that he was spearheading was 
dropped at the insistence of Kuwait at last month’s 
Arab League Council meeting. The Kuwaiti rejection 
of Arab mediation. Dr. Abdul Meguid reported, was 
based on the curious reasoning that time was not ripe 
yet for even discussing the proposal. We do not know 
of a more appropriate time to put into effect Arab 
reconciliation especially after the disastrous consequ- 
ences of the Gulf war two years ago. Surely two years 
are mere than enough to start the process of reconcilia- 
tion ' among Arab countries. Given the Kuwaiti- 
favoured perimeters of Dr. Abdul Meguid’s initiative, 
it is perplexing that the Kuwaiti government found it 
tit to reject it. According to reliable information, the 
Arab rapproachement would be pursued on the basis 
of investigating the reasons for the Gulf war as well as 
on eliminating its negative results. The plan also calls 
for reaffirming the Arab states’ sovereignty over their 
respective territories and natural resources, something 
that the Arab World as presently constituted upholds 
religiously and Kuwait in particular Is very zealous 
about. The Arab League’s initiative also calls for an 
unequivocal rejection of the use or the threat of the use 
of force by any Arab state against another. Such ideas 
would seem to be exactly what Kuwait would like to 
safeguard and enshrine in the Arab body politic. The 
major shortcoming of the current Arab plan is the 
distinct absence of any ailment of Arab nationalism as 
a criteria for future inter-Arab relations. Still Kuwait 
sees no merit in the existing Arab plan even though it 
treats the Arab states as sovereign countries that are 
not bound in the least by the notion of one Arab 
Nation. Under these limited circumstances of the Arab 
initiative we see no legitimate reason for Kuwait to 
keep on derailing the attempt to bring back harmony 
among the Arab capitals. In this vein, we support Dr. 
Abdul Meguid’s view that the Arab World cannot 
accept the Kuwaiti “no” as a final answer and that he 
will persevere in pursuing his efforts during an Arab 
tour that will bring him face to face with all the Arab 
leaders. The .Arab World cannot be held hostage to 
whims by any single country even though that state 
was the main victim of the Iraqi invasion in 1990. The 
other Arab governments, especially those in the Gulf, 
skoide! be asked to prevail on the Kuwaiti leadership 
wifc a view to activating a serious plan for settling the 
diiiarences between the various Arab capitals. 


AKAESC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RAT Arabic daily Saturday described attempts by the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) to reduce its 
services to the Palestinian refugees in Jordan as a form of pressure 
exercised on Jordan in order to make it accept orders that do not 
serve its national interests. Another fonn of pressure is that which 
is being exercised by the Western naval forces trying to carry out 
and ensure continued sanctions on Iraq, said the paper. Jordan 
has repeatedly rejected all forms of pressure and told UNR 1 ” 
that i; does not accept any reduction of services to the refugees 
Jordan at a time when it retains the same level of services in other 
.Arab states hosting refugees, the paper said. Tt said that pressure 
by the agency or the naval forces does not conform to the 
requirements of the peace process now going on it Washington. 
Jordan, added the paper, has hosted thousands of evicted people 
from Iraq and Kuwait during and after the Gulf war and has been 
playing host to thousands of others, incurring additional social 
and economic burdens. The paper said that all formSrOf pressure 
on Jordan must end so that this country can its noble 

mission of caring for the displaced persons on Jhd tpy hand and 
rnnnnuins its drive to attain a durable and just pfeace^grt the oth&r. 
UNRWA'b attempt to reduce services is bound lb" add to fhe 
burdens Jordan is bearing as a result of cohfiicts in the Middle 
East as the naval forces are burdening the economy of this 
country, the paper added. It said that it is hoped that the naval 
force and the agency will put an end to their harassment and 
pressure on Jordan, a country oriented towards achieving peaoe 
and lability in the region. 


AL DllSTOUR daily attacked the Serbs of former Yugoslavia for 
pursuing genocide against the Muslim population of Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. The Serbs' disregard of the latest agreements on a 
ceasefire and peace in the embattled nation is a flagrant violation 
of international laws at a time when the Western nations are 
trying to establish the so-called new world order, said the daily. 
The attacks by Serbs on Muslims can be classified to the criminal 
work of outlaws who ought to be stopped by the world 
community, said the paper. It said that condoning the Serbs’ 
actions can or prolong the tragedy of the innocent civilians who 
look to the v.orid community for help and te a the European 
nations to find a way of restoring peace The papajfeaid ftai tte 
Serbs' demolition of a mosque is not only an act ofwronsm but 
nrpanis-d 'crime, called ethnic cleansing, now being exercised in 
YtWavia and causing further rifts between Christians 
and Muslims of the country. The demolition of the mosque 

t’ ' frates the Serbs’ determination to disregard all interna- 
demons^tne ae ^ Nations ^ ^ of its 

tiAnc the oatJer added. The paper urged the United States 
act s^eSily^d pat «, and tt the 
. " ?i^a-|i-^caovina _ar.d the aggression flat is being 
on uw civilian population there. 


Iran’s relations 


with West set to 


remain strained 


By Youssef Azmeb 

Reuter 


DUBAI — Hopes that President 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani 
would lead Iran out of interna- 
tional isolation have all but 
evaporated as the pragmatic cler- 
ic prepares to seek a second 
five-year term. 

Western and regional experts 
now believe relations between 
Iran and the West will be on a 
knife edge as long as the mullahs 
are in power in Tehran. 

Mr. Rafsanjani is widely ex- 
pected to win a second term in 
June elections on a platform of 
economic reform and more open- 
ing to the world but his record has 
apparently failed to impress the 
outside world. 

“His active search for better 
ties with regional neighbours and 
for an end to confrontation with 
the West have laigely failed be- 
cause he remains saddled with a 
radical legacy that is impossible 
to shed,” a Western diplomat 
said. 

Iran's confirmation of 
Khomeini's death edict on British 
author Salman Rushdie is a case 
in point. 

Many Arab leaders, led by 
Egypt and Algeria, are alienated 
by Tehran’s alleged backing for 
Islamic militants seeking to re- 
place their governments with pur- 
ist Muslim regimes. 

Arabs and westerners alike are 
also alarmed by Iran’s rearma- 
ment programme that has already 
introduced a powerful new 
weapon — submarines — into the 
Gulf waterway through which 
much of the West’s oil supplies 
are channelled. 

Western experts said European 
nations like France and Germany 
may wish to see easier ties with 
Iran that would help their firms 
penetrate a potentially lucrative 
market. 

But the United States and Bri- 
tain remain adamantly opposed 
to Iran's clerical rulers. 

Their determination to block 
any moves that would ease Iran's 
isolation appears to have streng- 
thened under the Clinton admi- 
nistration, which according to a 
Washington-based source is 
“obsessed [.with Iran’s abysmal 
human rights record.”' 

Pro- Rafsanjani Iranian officials 
appear to be coming to terms 
with continued Western hostility 
although they fear it would slow 
down the president’s vital econo- 
mic reforms. 

“He, or any leader of the 
Islamic state, cannot be seen to 
be veering away from Khomeini’s 
vision,” one said. 

Mr. Rafsanjani became presi- 
dent after the death in 1989 of 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, 


founder of the Islamic republic. 

His pragmatic approach and 
rivalry with Islamic radicals led to 
expectations that Mr. Rafsanjani. 
a skilful politician who worked 
his way up through the ranks of 
the clergy, would steer Tehran 
away from Khomeini’s militant 
policies. 

The Iranian officials said that 
radical leaders have lost many of 
their positions of power, but 
radical sentiment continues to 
permeate middle and lower ranks 
of the bureacracy, especially in 
such sensitive departments as 
security and information. 

“Rafsanjani’s radical oppo- 
nents have been removed from 
many top positions but they re- 
main a significant influence with- 
in Iran as the self-app’ .ed 
torch-bearers of Khomeini - jga- 
cy ...Rafsanjani cannot cross 
them,” an Iranian official said. 

The president was determined 
to rejuvenate and liberalise a 
deeply troobled economy that has 
yet to recover from eight years of 
war with Iraq and inefficient and 
heavy-handed state control. 


“He (Rafsanjani) must make 
the economy work. He cannot get 
bogged down in infighting with 
radicals over issues that often 
sound to outsiders like medieval 
arguments over how many angels 
can stand on the point of a 
needle,” he added. 

Western officials, while wel- 
coming Mr. Rafsanjani’s econo- 
mic liberalisation, say his refusal 
to take on the radicals meant that 
Iran would remain an interna- 
tional pariah. 

“The language of fundamental- 
ism cannot sit easily together with 
the language of peace and di- 
plomacy,” one official said. 

The alleged involvement of Ira- 
nian security agencies in action 
against political exiles, including 
assassinations, has kept Iran firm- 
ly at the top of U.S. and other 
lists of states said to be involved 


m terrorism. 


It rearmament programme, ful- 
ly justified in its own eyes at a 
time when its neighbours are 
arming themselves to the teeth, is 
widely seen as a serious threat in a 
region that sits on two thirds of 
the world’s oil reserves. 

Actions ’by local Iranian offi- 
cials on Gulf islands disputed 
with the United Arab Emirates, 
though largely rescinded, led to 
fears Tehran might use its musde 
against weaker neighbours. 

“Whatever Rafsanjani says or 
does, the antagonism towards 
Tehran looks set to remain a 
constant in its relations with the 
West ...no rapprochement is 
possible until Iran sheds its fun- 
damentalist legacy,” a Western 
expert said. 
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Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahed Al Fan* 


Iraqi move brings law 
to a lawless state of affairs 


The decision taken by the Iraqi authorities to withdraw the 
25-dinar denomination of the Iraqi banknotes from circulation 
within a week was a sound financial decision taken by a 
responsible manager, and deserves understanding, taking into 
account the Iraqis' current difficult circ u m sta nces. 

This was not the first time such a decision was made. The late 
Egyptian President Jamal Abdul Nasser made a similar decision 
thirty five years ago, in the aftermath of the Israeh-Anglo- French 
military aggression of 1956 and the massive capital flight that 
followed. The Egyptian monetary authorities withdrew then the 
SO and 100 pound banknotes. In both cases, the borders were 
tightly sealed for a short period of time and the smugglers and 
underground currency-dealers abroad suffered heavy losses. 

American President Richard Nixon did something similar on 
Aug. 15, 1971, when he decided to end dollar conversion into gold 
at a fixed price. 

It is illegal for the Iraqi currency to be exported outside Iraq. 


exchanged. Most Ukcly. those^o come up makJ 
banknotes for they ire not mere 
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Those rulers now realise, the hard way 


Therefore, all those who bought or boarded Iraqi dinars were 
breaking the Iraqi laws, and sometimes fire laws of their 


breaking the Iraqi laws, and sometimes fire laws of their 
respective countries. Those who break the law to make easy 
money at the expense of others should not be rewarded and, when 
possible, should be punished. 

It seems that all the banknotes which were subjected to 
withdrawal from circulation are actually outside Iraq. It is 
estimated that 90 per cent of them are in the hands of 
moneychangers and other private speculators in the Gulf states, 
especially in Dubai. Those speculators foolishly expected the 
Iraqi dinar to sooner or later rebounce, as did the Kuwaiti dinar, 
and that Iraq would redeem, at some time in the future, all these 
billions at the official rate of $3.20 per dinar. Should these 
unrealistic expectations have materialised, the speculators would 
have doubled their capital 100 times at the expense of the Iraqi 
people. Now that they have lost their shirts, they have only 
themselves and their bad judgement to blame. 

Very few so-called Swiss banknotes are stiff inside Iraq to be 


the legitimate authorities m eagnaao. lfce 

The withdrawal ofthe Such a step 

^‘^r^Tinins In elation a*. 

poKe^onofapto^O miU^* Iraqi diMrsO wUlcf^wis 

ifJDlS million calculated at the pn* of 30 tils f^d 
prevailing before the Iraqi deoaon taken on Tu«d^. A »m*Hn 
loss waTmcuired several years ago by Jordanians speculating on 

of Iraqi dinars can be roughly 
two per cent only of all the stock outside taq. Those 
a bad investment, they sort of gambled. It is 
ticket, where the odds to win are 1 to 100. Well, they “« wi , 
and the value of the ticket simply vanished. Hard luck. 

The enemies of Iraq will of course use the 
tarnish the image of Iraq in the eyes of the Jo^ian peoplC; 
hoping to reverse their sympathy with the plight of 
people. The BBC, Voice of America, and "P^ally Radio Monte 
Carlo, let alone Israeli radio and T.V., made efforts 'n that 
direction, but in vain. As long as the Iraqi people continue to be 
targe tted by the West, and unfairly starved to death, Jordanians 
will understand all their actions and stand by them until they 


recover their freedom and independence. 



International observers establish human rights foothold 


By Keraan Turner 

The Associated Press 


HINCHE, Haiti — Armed with 
only a U.N. mandate, 10 foreign 
observers are working in the 
territory of an army major who 
gained notoriety by threatening 
to crush every bone or cut off the 
hands, feet and head of anyone 
who cooperates with them. 

The army watches the civilian 
observers and they keep an eye 
on the army while tracking vio- 
lence done in this regional market 
town by the soldiers and allied 
thugs known as “chef-batons". 

“Sometimes it’s cat-and- 
mouse, but when we follow them, 
they are not beating people,” said 
the head of the observer mission, 
Jean-Rene Marco ux, a Canadian. 

Soldiers and chef-batons have 
killed hundreds of people in Haiti 
and imprisoned thousands with- 
out charge since the army over- 
threw Jean-Bertrand Aristide, 
Haiti's first democratically 
elected president, in September 
1991. 

' In the few weeks since coming 
to Hincbe, the Observers have 
visited beating victims in the hos- 
pital and talked to political pris- 
oners in jail. They have pointed 
out abuses to the local army 
commanders and contacted hun- 
dreds of people biding in safe- 
houses or in the bush. 

Mr. Marcoux and other team 
members, from Brazil, Col- 
ombia, Chile St. Lucia and the 
United States are among more 
than 100 observers in the first 
phase of a U.N.-Organisation of 
American States effort to return 
Haiti to democratic rule. 

They seek respect for human 
rights guaranteed by the Haitian 
constitution and international 
treaties. f ■:$ V,' 

Haiti's rulers have’withst6od 
outside pressure to step down, 
including a hemisphere-wide 
embargo and a U.S.-backed di- 
plomatic initiative by U.N. spe- 
cial envoy Dante Caputo. 

Mr. Marcoux said the obser- 
vers will remain for at least a 
year. But they and local civil 
rights advocates worry that they 
might have to leave without a 
political settlement having been 


reached between Mr. Aristide 
and the army, exposing those 
they have contacted to retalia- 
tion. 

“Someday the international 
community must send more than 
people with typewriters’’ to pro- 
tect Haitians, said Rev. Raymond 
Decaluwe, a Belgian priest in the 
village of Los Palis. 

Toe army tries to suppress ail 
political meetings and any sign of 
support for Mr. Aristide in Hin- 
cfae and surrounding hamlets. 
The soldiers squeeze money or 
land titles from the peasants by 
threats of arrest and torture. 

“The repression is a thousand 
times worse than what we suf- 
fered during the Duvalier dicta- 
torship” overthrown in 1986, a 
schoolteacher said. Like many 
others, he asked for anonymity 
for fear of retaliation. 

Maj. Jodel Charles, a heavy, 
muscular man in a black T-shirt 
who serves as mayor of the town, 
would not discuss the mission 
with a reporter who visited his 
modest home half a block from 
army headquarters. 

“2 follow the orders of my 


commander-in-chief, ” Lt. Gen. 
Raoul Cedras, commander of the 
Haitian army, he said. 

Hundreds of fanners active in 
the region's Papaye Peasant 
Movement have been driven into 
hiding by a wave of beatings, 
torture and extortion since the 
coup. The movement, whose slo- 
gan was “organisation or death,” 
campaigned vigorously for Mr. 
Aristide. 

bays after the coup, soldiers 
destroyed the movement’s head- 
quarters and looted its treasury 
and pension fund as part of a 
nationwide campaign againt 
grass-roots organisation. 

Mr. Marcoux and his observers 
believe their presence makes a 
difference in this dirt-poor central 
plateau. 

“When we first arrived, there 
was a soldier on nearly every 
comer,” he said. “Now they are 
not so visible.” 

Soldiers carrying rifles pedal 
bicydes through the streets of 
Hmcbe and man guard posts in 
surrounding village*. 

Msg. Charles patrols the arid 
anjuuyM? in a f<nr-wbcdiirivc vehicle 


aad sends the barracks’ two- 
trucks, laden with troops, 
through the highlands. Even 
though Port-Au-Prince is only 
130 kilometres a way, the 
punishing drive takes 4V4 hours 
on a road that is Httie more than a 
trail. 

Guards at a roadblock inspect 
everyone entering or leaving 
Hindis. 

“There are so human rights, 
no laws,” said Rev. Decaluwe, 
the Roman Catholic priest. “The 
people who have the guns are in 
charge.” 

He said the military had urged 
local chef-batons to suspend 
abuses and keep .-their mouths 
shut because they were being 
watched by the mission. 

From his church, he and nearly 
everyone else in town used to 
bear the screams at night of peo- 
ple being beaten in a hilltop 
guardhouse. 

The priest believes more peo- 
ple have gone into hiding since 
the observers arrived. 

On ajapical day that began at 8* 
a.» awBdid not end until nearly 
miwrigKj, Mr. Marcoux and other 


members of his team checked on 
several people who were hiding 
out neat the town. 

Strolling down the dirt lane of 
one village, they were greeted by 
a man in a yard who raised a 
clenched fist and said softly, 
“we’re glad you’re here.” 

A woman approached with two 
toddlers in tow. The children 
cried, “bring my daddy home, 
bring my daddy home”. Mr. Mar- 
coux invited her to meet him 
later, but a soldier appeared out- 
side the meeting place and she 
did not come. 

Fearing retaliation, Mr. Mar- 


coux sent a patrol truck back to 
the village late that night over a 
perilous path turned to mud by 
rain. 

Back in Hincfae, Maj. Charles 
showed up outside the mission’s 
headquarters at about midnight. 
Michael Wilson, an American 
observer, ventured out. 

As if formally ending that day’s 
game of watch and chase, Maj. 
Charles grasped Mr. Wilson's 
hand tightly and did not let go. 

‘Tm going home now.” the 
major said. ‘Tm going to bed. 
Fm going to sleep. And God 
bless you.” 


LETTERS 

Charity starts at home 


To the Editor: 
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UNIVERSITY PROMOTIONS 

How truly do they reflect capabilities, serve the society? 
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"*ich are reflated hi 
"I™ regulations and outdated 

policies. At the core of these 
shortcomings is the current prom- 
otion system for university staff 
members. The system is bated 
mtirely on a few published pap- 
ers m making promotion deci- 
sions. Unfortunately, these pap- 
ers are written, in general, for th e 
sole purpose of meeting promo- 
tion conditions and nor as a true 
research effort. In mosu cases, 
they lack any tangible braefir to 
the society. 

to Another system discrepancy 
penalises professors in technolo- 
gical subjects, such as engineer- 
ing, by assuming their research 
needs to be the same as those in 
other areas, for example, Arabic 
literature. 

If such a system continues to be 
the yardstick foY measuring 
knowledge and rank, our univer- 
sities will languish iri their current 
status. Much worse, true know- 
ledge will continue to be mea- 
sured by titles that do not neces- 
sarily reflect improved qualities. 

Several articles that have 
appeared in local papers over the 
pdst few years have attacked the 

Arafat assailed 

| ^^CoBtinued from page I) 

i^jfeeaaeBt. Hamas, and Islamic 

. * The Brotherhood, which opposes 
Arab- Israeli talks on ideological 
, grounds and advocates war against 
Israel to liberate all of Palestine, 

I accused the PLO of abandoning the 
expellees by agreeing to resume the 
talks before they are allowed to re- 
turn to the occupied territories in 
accordance with Security Council Re- 
solution 799, 

“We are bewildered by your ded- 
sim to pursue American ties” and 
attend the peace talks, the Brother- 
hood deputies told Mr. Arafat and 
other Arab leaders in the letter. 

Hr. Arafat reportedly rejected the 
Brotherhood’s letter as intervention - 
ih Palestinian affairs, laying that 
Palestinian decisions ^^e taken 
through a democratic process. 

In a new letter they triad to send to 
Mr. Arafat-Suodxy, the Brotherhood 
deputies claimed that the will of the 
Paiestima^>eopte;aras not heeded by 
the decision to go'to the irath round : 
of the talks. “Where is demdgracy ^ 
decision making) when ibfc" majority ' 
of the Palestinian people announced 


current university promotion sys- 
tem as utterly inefficient and 
questioned the lack of interaction 
between the universities and the 
society. Some university profes- 
sors have gone as far as to de- 
scribe their universities' graduate 
programme as a farce. 

An important issue for a uni- 
versity professor is to move ahead 
within ihe ranking system and not 
remain stagnant. Naturally, a 
promotion brings certain pri- 
.vileges among which gaining 
more teaching experience anti, 
most importantly, serving the 
needs of the university by being a 
famous scientist that attracts 
scholars and research funds. 

Therefore, granting such promo- 
tions and privileges based only on 
a few publications is extremely 
detrimental to the umveraty and 
its staff. 

No-one can prove that such 
papers have either increased the 
knowledge or technical skills of 
their writers to warrant all the 
aforementioned benefits. True 
research in engineering is ex- 
tremely expensive, time-consum- 
ing and resource intensive. In a 
developing country like Jordan, 
with scarce resources, it must be 


uck hack * 
night of» 

i jo mud w 



their rejection of the decision (to go 
back) to the talks?” read the letter. 

The deputies accuse d the PLO of 
making numerous concessions de- 
trimental to the interests of the 
Palestinian people and said they hold 
the organisation responsible for “ev- 
ery concession made in the Palesti- 
nian and Arab positions” in the peace 
talks. 

“Other Arab parties will not have 
gone to the peace talks had it not 
been for your decision” to resume 
them, said the deputies in the letter, 
which Mr. Kbatib said the Palestinian 
embassy refused to receive. 

Mir. Khreisat said that some of Mr. 
Arafat’s statements make the PLO 
the only body with the right to speak 
about the Palestinian problem. “But 
we are part of the Muslim/ Arab na- 
tion and thus give ourselves the right 
to speak about the Palestinian issue.” 
be said. 

Mr. Khreisat and other -Brother- 
hood deptnies^^sr they reject .divi- 
sions among Arab«tates and to speak? 
of the sovereigiqpaf team. st a te M Ch o 
^accept the borders ihat-coloiuafpbw- 
■ ers drew in the Arab. World.'. v 

“It is a legitimate national and 
Mamie duly to speak against the 
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well-planned and goal-oriented to 
avoid squandering funds. 

Though promotion schemes in 
educational establishments in the 
U.S. and the United Kingdom 
are somehow complex, they are. 
however, realistic and fair. Sever- 
al factors ace considered for' 
promotion purposes. To mention 
a few, reaching performance, 
advising and counselling stu- 
dents, refereed publications, ser- 
vice to the profession and uni- 
versity, quality of academic de- 
grees attained and professional 
experience, are the factors typi- 
cally listed. 

Quality, rather than quantity, 
is heavily stressed. As an exam- 
ple, someone with one worthy 
published paper may quality bet- 
ter than someone else with 
numerous publications. The fair- 
ness of the system is striking in 
the sense that what is required 
can be achieved. The reasons are: 
Availability of enormous funding 
and needed facilities, a reason- 
able teaching load with ample 
time foT research and profession- 
al experience gamed through en- 
couraged consulting to industry. 

By contrast, our universities 
adopt a promotion scheme based 


By Dr. Majrd A. Dab has 


destruction (of the nation)” Brother- 
hood Deputy Hamzeh Mansour said. 

“We are not against the PLO but 
against its leadership which warns to 
continue making concessions" to 
Israel, said Brotherhood Deputy 
Abdul Aziz Jabcr. 

In the press conference, the 
Brotherhood deputies also urged Ior- 
dan to take a clear stand in support of 
the expellees and the implementation 
of Resolution 799. 

They also called for the lifting of 
sanctions against Iraq, condemned 
the visit of former U.S.-President 
George Bush to Kuwait and what' 
they called the “colonial occupation 
of Somalia and urged Arab and Mus- 
lim countries to stand by the Muslim 
people in Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

The Brotherhood deputies con- 
gratulated Sudan on its “achieve- 
ments.” and Yemen on the success of 
its parliamentary elections and conde- 
•‘mned what they called stateTtriorisro 
exercised by governinerus ^against . 
their people. . / ■ - wj-p/ ’ 

“We demand'That thise regimes 
give their people freedom.. /Axoraer 
to prevent internal conflicts which can 
only benefit the enemies.” 


solely on the aforementioned 
papers. No otheT factors are 
teken into ac&uni. Publications 
in imemationafly renowned joun- 
rals, where hundreds compete, 
are considered on par with those 
in. recently established local re- 
search journals, whose credibil- 
ity, or even impartiality, is 
doubted by many. Hence, it is 
unfair to assume that these pap- 
ers transform their author into a 
more knowledgeable person than 
his peers or make him a better 
teacher mastering the subject 
matter. One U.S. professor, who 
is familiar with our system, com- 
mented on a recent visit to Jor- 
dan: “Your university took the 
shell of our system and left out 
the core." 

Due to many apparent reasons, 
true research in engineering is 
almost unattainable in a develop- 
ing country like Jordan. Despite 
this, archaic rules exist as if to 
complicate matters further. One 
such rule, for example, does not 
allow authors to benefit for prom- 
otion purposes, from research 
done while supervising M. Sc 
theses. It ignores the fact that 
research in engineering, whether 
theoretical, experimental or field 

Elections law 

(Continued from page 1) 

is the only body constitutionally emp- 
| owered to initiate such a change. 

He also rejected views that the 
; current elections law, whose distribu- 
tion of candidates to constituencies is 
largely drawn in accordance with 
allocations made in 1928. is uncondu- 
dve to fair representation of society. 

‘The law is legitimate and repre- 
sents all sectors of society. {Argu- 
, meats that it is not) are rejected 
because the law was endorsed by the 
Lower House," Mr. Khreisat said. 

Observers say that changing the 
elections law, which currently gives 
voters as many votes as the number of 
candidates in their precincts, will 
work to the disadvantage of the 
Brotherhood, which enjoys a large 
voter turn-out among its constituen- 
i ries as well as strong commitment to 
the leadership's choice of candidates. 

Mr^,Kbrejsat atjd^pther Brother- 
hood Header^ said-' (heir rejection 'of . 

eloa&Ar tow jfcooted 1 
i^fheVKqronst^&jSinabty of such a 
step if taken outside the House. They 
ruled’ out feaf "of loss' ot seats in the 
House as a reason for their opposition 
to the change. 


work is resource intensive. Un- 
like other disciplines, one cannot 
dream up new ideas on his own. 
The norm in engineering research 
is to have graduate students col- 
lea and analyse the data as part 
of their training process. A visit- 
ing U.K. professor recently com- 
tftented on this rule by simply 
laying: “If that applied at my 
university in the U.K.. I would 
hever have published anything.” 

As if that were not enough, 
recent regulations prohibited 
assistant professors from super- 
vising M. Sc theses and attached 
conditions to their teaching 
graduate courses. By contrast, a 
letter received by the Depart- 
ment of Civil Engineering at rhe 
University of Jordan, for inst- 
ance, showed that one of its 
sponsored Ph. D candidates, at 
one of the best U.S. universities, 
is supervised by an assistant pro- 
fessor. One wonders if our reg- 
ulations are better than those in 
the U.S. and the U.K. New pro- 
fessors are encouraged there to 
concentrate on graduate level 
work both in teaching and re- 
search. Our system seems to 
work in reverse order. 

Even at the best known institu- 
tions. with excellent true research 
records, professorial rank does 
not imply automatically more 


knowledge in certain fields. 
Sometimes, new professors are 
the most qualified to cam- on 
with their area of specialisation 
when dynamic subjects, like en- 
gineering, are concerned. Tech- 
nology is changing very fast. 
Knowledge cannot be simply equ- 
ated with rank. 

At a conference in 1980 in the 
U.S.. a speaker listed contribu- 
tions to civil engineering by other 
countries. The share brought in 
by the Arab World was nil. 
Therefore, as young universities 
with limited resources, research 
ambitions should be realistic. 
Teaching, which remains the 
sacred mission of educational 
establishments, should play a big 
role in promotion decisions. It 
deserves a greater weight than 
the promotion -oriented research 
papers which produce no tangible 
benefits to the society. 

In the developed world, uni- 
versities that are research- 
oriented. provide their professors 
with. all the needs for success. 
Further, they rely on research 
funds as a sizeable source of 
income. In Jordan, especially in 
engineering, one cannot claim 
that the work published has co- 
vered university expenses or 
helped in solving industrial or 
technological problems. Todate, 


sources of income are govern- 
ment funds and students fees. 

Realising that the four papers 
are what counts in the end, pro- 
fessors are bound to sacrifice the 
quality of leaching for the sake of 
promotion. In many cases, the 
papers are regarded as a safety 
* net bv those who produced them 
to get tenured and enjoy the 
entitled privileges. One cannot 
recall a single benefit received by 
Jordan from research conducted 
in engineering. However, turning 
out unfit graduates is definitely 
detrimental to the whole country 
and the engineering profession. 

Did such research, since the 
inception of the engineering col- 
lege, lead to new discoveries, 
breakthroughs or contributed 
new theories? According to the 
Time magazine of March 21, 

1985, the U.S. and Japan spent in 

1986. $119 billions and £72 bil- 
lions respectively, for funding re- 
search. This fact should make one 
less frustrated. Funding proper 
engineering research is usually 
beyond the budgetary limits of 



Ahmad N awash creates a balanced picture using the paint, the 
surfaces, the areas and the gradual colour. Mr. N a wash is a 
painter -who uses his own method, which makes him live In a world 
of his own and makes us communicate with him through iL His 
works are far from the violence of the harsh, everyday life. His. 
colours are' those of dreams, or perhaps nightmares, but have a 
glow that seems to come from inside the artist. 
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many countries Therefore, it 
should be geared to the needs of 
the society and avoid wasting 
efforts and money by trying to 
reinvent the wheel. 

Actually, it would be more 
beneficial to Jordan, if regula- 
tions relieve the promotion press- 
ure on engineering professors. 
The idea of publish or perish is 
futile. With minimal resources, if 
any, true research will never 
flourish, instead. Time should be 
allowed to investigate areas 
where locally-conducted studies 
can prodbec airy tangible benefit 
to the society. This requires in- 
ducements by the unitersicies to 
encourage professors to interact 
with the growing industrial base, 
k may be worth looking at the 
system enjoyed by American pro- 
fessors. who probably are the 
best and most productive in the 
world. 

Dr. DjMus is teaching at trie 
University of Jordan's Ctvil En- 
gineering Department 
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Streets empty as soccer 
takes centre-stage in Beirut 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Soccer fever 
brought Beirut to a virtual stand- 
still Friday as World Cup com- 
petition further broke Lebanon's 
post-civil war isolation. 

The traffic-choked streets of 
the city emptied as the population 
prepared to see their first com- 
petitive international sport in 
more than 20 years. 

Those who could not get one of 
the 12,000 tickets for places at the 
Bourj Hammoud Stadium were 
glued to their television sets. 
“The traffic jams only end on 
occasions like this." said one sol- 
dier left on street duty in the city. 

Streetfighting between Christ- 
ian and Muslim bands that made 
Lebanon notorious around the 
world ended in 1990, but dozens 
of soldiers stood on the rooftops 
of apartment blocks around the 
stadium as hong Kong beat 
Bahrain 2-1 in the historic but 
inauspicious opening match of 
the Beirut tournament. 

The newly renovated Bowj 
Hammoud Stadium, located in an 
Armenian neighbourhood that 
stayed neutral during the civil 
war, is the only soccer pitch in- 
Lebanon that meets the specifica- 
tions of FIFA, the world gov- 
erning body for soccers. 

Prime Minister Rafiq Hariri 
arrived to watch India fight back 
for a 2-2 draw against the host 
country in the second match of 
the day. 

Bahrain. Hong Kong, India, 
Lebanon and South Korea are 
competing in Group D of the first 



Ahmad Hassan (No. 2) from Bahrain and Hons Kong’s Lee Wai Man 
(No. 15) fight for possession of the ball during their Asian Group D 
World Cup qualifier. Hong Kong won 2-1 (AFPphoto) 


round of the Asia qualifying 
tournament to get to the World 
Cup finals in the U.S. next year. 

Bourj Hammoud has under- 
gone a miliion-dollar renovation 
to stage this crucial stage in Leba- 
non's recovery of its self-esteem. 

The crowd roared with approv- 
al when Hariri said in a pre-match 
speech: “This tournament proves 
the war is over and that peace bas 
arrived." 

It is a message the Lebanese 
authorities have been repeating 
since the world football body 
FIFA awarded the tournament to 
Beirut last December. Hariri has 
just returned from a Gulf states 
tour to drum up some oil money 
subsidies to help get Beirut re- 
built. 

The peace message was rein- 


forced in the opening gala when 
30 Lebanese children released 
doves and balloons from the sta- 
dium pitch after a parade by the 
competing teams. 

The Lebanese Football Cham- 
pionship was only briefly stopped 
during the war and following in-, 
ter-communal conflict. But the 
country has not played a competi- 
tive soccer international since 
1972 when they beat Iraq in an 
earlier World Cup qualifier. 

After Friday’s disappointing 
start against India an inquest has 
already started into what the 
country will have to do to catch 
up with their Asian group rivals. 

Many now fear a new battering 
for national pride when Lebanon 
play Hong Kong Sunday in their 
next match. 


Creatine said to boost 
performance — and it’s legal 


LONDON ( AP) — Studies indicate it can improve 
stamina, energy and athletic performance. Run- 
ners and rowers say they have received a boost 
from it. Olympic athletes have used it in training. 

Steriod? Stimulant? 

You won’t find it on any banned list. This stuff is 
perfectly legal. 

Creatine, a substance occurring naturally in 
human muscle and present in fish and meat, is 
being hailed as a “wonder food” — the biggest 
breakthrough in nutrition-related performance en- 
hancement since the advent of carbohydrate load- 
ing in the 1960s. 

While some officials express skepticism and 
caution, researchers in Britain and Sweden assert 
that supplements of creatine can improve perform- 
ance by as much as 5 per cent without violating any 
rules or posing any health, risks. 

“It’s no different than carbohydrate loading,” 
said Swedish researcher Eric Hultman, who has 
been carrying out studies on Creatine for more 
than 20 years. "I hope it can be used instead of 
drugs. I hope it can be a good alternative to 
drugs.” 

Creatine recently went on sale in tablet form 
under the brand name Ergomax, currently avail- 
able in Britain and several other European coun- 
tries. 

Hultman and his colleagues said they found that 
creatine supplements can increase the store of 
energy in the muscles, maximising performance in 
short-burst activities and reducing fatigue and 
recovery time. 

“It won’t increase performance above that which 
can be produced naturally under normal condi- 
tions," said Paul Greenhaff, a British researcher 
from Nottingham who works closely with Hull-, 
man. “What it will do is increase the rate of 
recovery so you can obtain optimal performance 
for a longer period of time. It offsets the develop- 
ment of fatigue." 

The studies indicate the supplements mainly 
benefit people with lower levels of creatine in their 
bodies. Those with high levels show little if any 
improvement. 

“In the worst circumstance, creatine could have 
no effect,” Greenhaff said. “In the best circumst- 


ance, you can have a 5 per cent increase in the 
amount of work you can sustain.” 

Roger Harris, a physiologist at the animal health 
trust in newmarket who has worked with Hultman 
since the 1970s, said creatine could have an impact 
on world records. 

“If you happen to be a world record-holder, one 
can only assume you will do better,” he said. “It 
will be exciting to see this." 

Several British Olympic athletes used creatine in 
training for last summer’s Barcelona Games, in- 
cluding 100-mecre gold medalist Linford Christie, 
women's 400-metre hurdles Champion Sally Gun- 
nell and 110-metre hurdler Colin Jackson. 

The Cambridge University rowing team used 
Ergomax during training for three months before 
defeating heavily-favoured Oxford in the boatrace 
in, March. . ; 

The International Amateur Athletic Federation 
(IAAF) has found nothing wrong with taking 
creatine. 

“Tbs is a naturally occurring product which we 
get with normal food,” said Prof: Arne Ljungqvist, 
chairman of the IAAF medical commission. “You 
wouldn't classify sugar-taking as doping, would 
you? If people want to take vitamins in pills instead 
of in food, they do it. It's the same thing here. We 
feel there is no reason to intervene.” 

The British Athletics Federation takes a cau- 
tious view. 

“There is a general concern that the line is 
getting closer and closer between proscribed and 
prescribed supplements and drugs,” said federa- 
tion spokesman Tony Ward. 

The main concern is that athletes will take 
excessively high levels of the product on the flawed 
assumption that the more they use the more they 
will improve. 

One posable deterrent is tile cost. A one-month 
supply of 64 Ergomax tablets currently sells in 
Britain for 40 pounds ($63). 

Is it ethical for athletes to use creatine for the 
same reason they would take illegal drugs? 

Supporters say it's no different from eat high 
amounts of carboydrates — known as carbo 
loading, training at altitude or using state-of-the- 
art running shoes. 


Italian Open 

Navratilova, Capriati fall; 
Sanchez Vicario advances 


ROME (AP) — Italy’s hope for 
the future, a 16-year-old quali- 
fier, and veteran Martina Navra- 
tilova, the No. 2 seed, were, 
ousted Friday in the quarterfinals 
of the Italian Open. 

Gabrieia Sahatmi of Argenti- 
na. seeking her fifth Italian title, 
made quick work of Francesca 
Bentivoglio, crushing the youngs- 
ter 6-1, 6-1 in just over an hour. 

Sabatini wDl face No. 1 seed 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario of 
Spain, who breezed by Jeniffer 
Capriati of the United States 6-2, 
6-2 in just over an hour. Sanchez 
Vicario is the hottest player on 
the tour. 

A crowd of 8,000 that packed 
centre court of the Foro Italico on 
a misty znght loudly cheered the 
first Italian to reach the quarters 
since 1989. But it also. applauded 
Sabatini, one of Rome's favourite 
players.. 

The third seeded Sabatini 
dominated from start to finish in 
a virtual tennis lesson for the 
player ranked 329 in the world. 
At one point, the Argentine re- 
turned a lob for a winner by 
hitting it between her legs with 
her back to the net. 

Spain's Conchita Martinez 
ousted Navratilova in two quick 
sets, 6-1, 6-4. 

Martinez, No. 6 seed, will meet 
Mary Joe Fernandez of the Un- 
ited States, who defeated Anke 
Huber in three sets. 

Navratilova’s usually strong 
serve let her down, and Martinez 


broke her six times. The Amer- 
ican saved one match point, but 
Martinez went out on the next 
with a backhand winner. 

The match was played on a side 
court under the lights after rain 
halted all play at the Foro Italico 
for four hours. 

The fourth seeded Fernandez 
survived a match point and eli- 
minated her hard-hitting German 
opponent, the No. 8 seed, 6-4, 
5-7, 7-6 (7-5). 

Navratilova had said she 
wanted to play the Italian to tune 
up her game for Wimbledon, 
which she has won nine times. 


But the sixth seed exploited his 
powerful serve and volley game 
to oust a frustrated Lendl and 
reach the semifinals. 

Sticb wfll now play Emilio San- 
chez in his semifinal, with Bcmd 
Karabacher of Germany facing 
Russia's Andre Chesnokov in the 
other. 

Spaniard Sanchez had con- 
tinued his recent renaissance with 
a fine victory over big-serving 
Richard Krajicek. 

Bouncing back after a dis- 
appointing few months, the 16th 
seed followed up his win over 


She is skipped the French Open, 
Grand 


the only Grand Slam event play- 
ed on day. 


Stefan Edberg with an equally 
efficient 6-7 (4-7), 6-3, 6-3 de- 


molition of the seventh seeded 
Dutchman. 


Stick batters Lendl: In Hamburg, 
Germany, Michael Stich kept his 
dream of a third German final 
alive by battering Ivan Lendl to a 
6-3, 6-2 defeai in only 72 minutes 
here Friday. 

Lendl, the third seed, bad be- 
gun the day by finishing off South 
African Marcos Ondraska. 

Leading 5-3 overnight in the 
final set, he duly completed a 2-6, 
6-1, 6-4 victory to reach the quar- 
terfinals. 

But Stich soon had him flinging 
his racket on to the ground in 
disgust during a perfomance full 
of errors. 

The German had lost all of the 
six previous meetings between 
the pair, the mosr recent in the 
Munich final last week. 


Fromberg beats Wheaton: In 
Tampa, Florida, Richard From- 
berg of Australia, playing in his 
second singles matdi of the day, 
defeated third-seeded David 
Wheaton 4-6, 6-4, 6-4 Friday 
night to earn a semifinal berth at 
the 260,000 USTA men's day of 
Tampa. 

Fromberg will meet Bryan 
Shelton, who downed second- 
seeded Wally Masur of Australia, 
6-4, 64. 

Defending champion Jaime 
Yzaga and Patrick McEnroe also 
advanced to the semifinals. 

Yzaga got past fourth-seeded 
Todd Martin 7-6 (7-3), 4-6. 6-1, 
while McEnroe beat former Stan- 
ford University teammate Jeff 
Tarango, 64, 64. 


‘Lewis to 

undergo 

implant 

operation’ 


BOSTON (Agencies) — 

Lewis, whose career with 
Boston Celtics has been 


threatened by a heart problem, 
reportedly will i 


undergo an im- 
plant operation that could put 
him bade on the court.. 

The Boston Globe reported 
Saturday that Lewis, suffering 
from a bean ar rhythmia that 
caused him to coUapK on court 
during a playoff game against 
Charlotte Apnl 29, b expected to 
have an 


device placed under the anodes 
of his abdomen, pomibfy fob 
weekend. 

The defibrillator caa quickly 
restore an erratic heart rhythm to- 
normal. 

If Lewis were to play with a 
defibrillator, it would be the first 
time any amateur or professional 
athlete returned to sports with 
such a device. 

Results of Orst-round National 
Basketball Association playoff 
(panes played Friday: 

Eastern Conference 
New Jersey 96 Cleveland 79 
(Best-of-five series tied 2-2) 


Western Conference 


San 


Antonio 100 Portland 97 (OT) 
(Saa Antonio wins best-of-five 
series 3-1). 


ARE YOU THE KIP 
UJHO HIT THE 
HOME RUN OFF 
ME YESTERDAY? 


WELL. I HOPE V YOU CAME 
YOU'RE SATISFIED!/ CLEAR OVER 
YOU RUINED' | HERETO TELL 
MT WHOLE LIFE! ME THAT? 



Unr 


NO, I WAS JUST KIND 
OF CURIOUS TO SEE WHERE 
YOU LIVE ..YOU PROBABLY 
HAVE A DOG. TOO, 

DON'T YOU? 

I! 


LUHAT 
DO YOU 
MEAN,, 
SORT 
OF? 






Andy Capp 


BluttVJrff 



SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


.Injured Forget withdraws from French Open 


PARIS (R) — France's top player Guy Forget said Saturday he 
was withdrawing from the French Open tennis championships 
because of a knee injury. “I have to rest for at least a month but I 
hope ro be fir for the Wimbledon Championships,'’ the 28-year- 
old Forget told a news conference. Forget, 17th-ranked in foe 
world, has suffered problems with his right knee for more than a 
year. He said the pain had become unbearable. 


Famed arena to close boxing division 


NEW YORK (AP) — Madison Square Garden, once the 
showcase of fighters like John L. Sullivan and Joe Louis, is 
terminating its boxing division, the Garden said Friday. “It’s true. 
It’s unfortunate,” Garden boxing spokesman Steve Griffith said. 
Asource told the Associated Press foe reason for the decision was 
financial. The Garden has been losing money on boxing. The New 
York Daily News and Post broke foe story in Friday’s editions.' 
The Daily News said foe derision was by foe Garden’s parent 
company. Paramount Communications Inc., because of allega- 
tions of ties between foe sport and organised crime. 


Frost secures 5th successive pole position 


BARCELONA (R) — Alain Prost secured his fifth consecutive 
pole position Saturday when he docked the fastest time in final 
qualifying for the Spanish Grand Prix. Prost, driving a Williams, 
recorded a best time of one minute 17.809 seconds at an average 
speed of 219.63 kph, in foe process setting a qualifying lap record 
for the circuit de Catalunya. Prost's time lifted him half a second 
dear of bis British team mate Damon Hill 


Louganis among 10 inducted into Hall of Fame 


FORT LAUDERDALE (AP) — Diving champion Greg Louga- 
nis, butterfly record-holder Mary T. Meagher, six-time Olympic 
gold medallist Kristin Otto and distance standout Vladimir 
Salnikov were among 10 athletes and coaches inducted Friday 
into the International Swimming Hall of Fame. Louganis was the 
world's top diver in the 1980s, sweeping platform and springboard 
titles in the 1984 and 1988 Olympics. Meagher set foe two 


longest-standing records in swimming in 1981, 57.93 seconds in 
the 100-metre butterfly and 2:05.96 for 200 metres, marks that 


haven't been seriously challenged since. She won force gold 
medals in the 1984 Olympics and added a bronze in foe 200 
butterfly in 1988. Otto won the 50- and 100-metre freestyle, foe 
100 backstroke and 100 butterfly in foe 1988 Olympics as well as 
swimming legs for foe East German freestyle and medley relay 
teams. Her six golds established an Olympic record for a woman 


swimmer. Salnikov made history in the 1980 Olympics when be 

ban 15 minutes. 


became the first to swim 1,500 metres in less than 
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A CARDINAL RULE 
North-South vulnerable. South 


NORTH 

* K 10 3 
?AKB. 

O 10 9 2 
*Q984 

WEST EAST 

* A 9 8 74 * J 5 2 

J 10 fl 2 '99848 

V K J 6 5 0843 

* Void * J 7 2 

SOUTH 
*Q6 
CQ7 
O A Q 7 

* A K 10 6 5 3 
The bidding: 

South West North East 
1 * Dbl Rdbl 1 V 
Pass 29 8 NT Pass 

B * Pass Pass Pass 


Opening lead: Jade of <7 

Cardinal Morton had a simple 
means of determining whether Lon- 
don merchants owed taxes to the 
royal treasury. If they lived lavishly, 
obviously they were making pots of 
money and could afford heavy taxes. 
And if they lived frugally, it was 
became they were hoarding every 
penny and also could afford the bur- 
den of taxation. His name lives in 
bridge as the Morton’s Fork Coup. 
This is a pretty example. 

West took advantage of the vul- 
nerability to make a shapely double 
of South's opening bid of one dub. 
Since North's redouble guaranteed 


another bid. South passed at his 
second tarn to see how the auction 
would develop. When North showed 

a good hand by jumping to three no 
trump. Sooth took a shot at a club 
s l a m — North had to have at least 
one ace on this auction. 

West led a heart, taken in the 
dosed hand. Declarer. Goren edito- 
rial board member Tom Smith of 
Greenwich, Coon, cashed the ace of 
trumps— had the suit split 2-1, de- 
clarer's task would have been easier . 
With trumps 3-0, it seems that 
South has to finesse West for the 
knave of spades (or East for the jack 
of diamonds on a different line), but 
since the bidefing marked West for 
the king of diamonds, declarer 
found a better way. 

To the third trick declarer led a 
low spade, and West was impaled on 
Morton’s Fork. The defender. West, 
could not rise with the ace without 
allowing the declarer two diamond 
discards— one on' each of the table's 
major suits— but playing low proved 
no better. Declarer won in dummy 
with tiie king, cashed two hearts for 
a spade discard, and ruffed a spade 
in hand . King of chibs and a dub to 
the queen provided the entry to niff 
the re ma i ning spade while drawing 
the outstanding tramp. 

Now declarer exited with the 
of diamonds. In with the king. 
West had either to yield a mff-aluff 
or else leads diamond into declar- 
er’s combined tenace. Either way 
the slam was home. 


horoscope 

FORECAST FOR SUNDAY MAY 9, 1993 , . 

By nomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, Carroll Rgnror 


GENERAL TENDENCIES; You 
find it difficult to solve perplexing 
problems today even when you 
concentrate intently upon what 
you are attempting to do. Hold off 
on considering solutions that conic 
to your attention through public 
media. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) A 
good day to get out early to do 
whatever errands claim your atten- 
tion and to do your weekend shop- 
ping but later a jaunt for a different 
purpose is in the works. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You can handle money matters 
well in the early morning after 
which some practical matter with 
another person arises requiring 
your complete attention. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
have great charm in the early 
morning and you should use this to 
improve conditions about you after 
which an outside partner claims 
your attention. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Do what pleases your 
dose companion early in the morn- 
ing and then get at those various 
activities that require considerable 
thought, action. 

LEO: (July 22 August 21) Your 
best way to operate today is to see 
and be with various friends and 
acquaintances with whom you 
want to be allied m the future so 
don't confine your attention to just 
one. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 


221 Be out early to gel one ilV 
Dower to go along with what yon 
E. then you ‘can tnke fmruh; 
members with you to wmc cMsdC 
place and enjoy yourselves. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Meet with one you 
impress of different v^-»jm 
youre early after which get- Co- 
routine activities, get then m Mjt* 
of you. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to NcNfem- 
ber 21) Do what pleascsjwtr. 
attachment early then you w-w 
aWe to get into other 
importance to you and 
them in an interesting UsbtfSi, . 

SAGITTARIUS: (November'S to 
December 21 ) You nuke a staunch 
allv early by giving some dcamj 
support but later you find it neces- 
sary to be very tactful with ocher 
outside associates. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22^0 
January 20) Get your enviro nment 
enhanced so it has more dtorm 
early after which you arc aWfr m 
join with others in attending to 
whatever joint activities extsr. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 m Febru- 
ary 19) Make plans to have 
time earfy in the daytime, then get 
together with attachmcm 4nd 
friends for the recreations that 4c 
mutually enjoyable. 

PISCES: (February- 20 to March 
20) Improve whatever is possible at 
your residence early which ia easy 
for later you find some outside 
condition requires your aiteritibn 
to solve. 


tr 


THI BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 


HARRIS ‘ 



didn’t have a tip for the pizza boy, so 
I gave him a coupon for 50 cents 
. off on toothpaste.” 


>• 

Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to tarn 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLE WORD QAJ*E 
by Henri Arnold 

3 


BILLE 


fx r 


f£i£ZZZ'~ m ‘ w ‘ 

BELZA 





YAUNES 


LJ_ 


remaid 


LX_ 






-A aajt 

what she me 
after poeisie fok 

A FULL-LENGTH 
PORTRAIT. 


Now strange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, ae sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. - 


Print answerhere: QX3 H£T 


(Answers tomormw) 
Jumblas: MOUNT FILMY INFIRM GALAXY 
Answer What horsemeet Is to a dog— 

“FILLY - MIG NON 


THE Daily Crossword 


Chew 


ACROSS 
f Type of opera? 
5 Platform 
9 Resorts 

13 — mater 

14 Swiss capital 

15 Mata- 

16 Judy Garland 
film 

19 Opposite of neg. 

20 Besides 

21 Rhone erty 

22 Svelte 

23 Daydream 
25 Major 

commodity 

28 Furnishes 

29 "Hail Britannia" 
composer 

30 Eyelashes 

31 "— was gong 

34 MaeGraw- 
Benjamin film 

38 Ma Jllllan 

39 "The Hanker" 
sculptor 

40 — in one's 
bonnet 

41 Proofreader's 
mark 

42 Revolve 
44 Acted 

47 Telegram 

48 Winged 

49 Bistro 

50 Lenar 

53 Eooie Murphy 
Wm 

57 Level 

58 Halt 

59 Solo 

50 Ms Home 

61 Missile 

62 Exclusive group 





DOWN 

1 Ground com 

2 Spread 

3 lowa cny 
4Cwes8 

5 Religious bellei 
□ River In Italy 

7 — and outs 

8 Tennis term 

9 Knee-length 
trousers 


10 Actress Prentiss 

11 The Ram 
l2Tonld person 
14 Show to be falsa 

17 Shopping earner 

18 Acton Martin 

22 Hastened 

23 Criminal 

24 Indigo 

25 Epic 

28 ScHi movie 

27 Shortly 

28 Within the 
law 

30 Gave up 
3t Rhyme schema 

32 Fat 

33 Woros of 
understanding 

35 More 

_ courageous 

36 Time past 

37 Spouse 

41 Lmked series 
42Wnctwstar 
43 Pitcher 
Hersnisar 


Yesterday's Puxzle Sohn 


nnnn nni 

nnng nnnon hoi 
nnnn nannn nni 
nnn Hnn rannnnn! 
nnnn runmra 
nnrani 
Ronnn nj 
nrann rancino nhi 
cinn nncinu noni 
nannnni 
——fimnn nonn 

iprag n ra! 

gRnn nfmRK RS! 


44 Confusion ol 
voices 

4 5 Ecote attendant 

46 Sanctuary 

** Dialar'e concern 

49 Scorch 

50 Light color 


51 Earth 

52 Patty 
quarrai 

54 Arithrm 
letters 

55 Affirms 

56 Pouch 


* 
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CWJ'WS SfiKE 


»VJUiB BANK ‘ ll “- 

iSSVSSS 1 — 
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4« WJS1S& lUtfK 
5oaawr jkwait back 

jfersir^ — , 

av/::<c 4 »»m»? 

~ 4 SS§SS" ^ ,oee5SB 

^Ss^ E r£ U1A SWWMMKW Usr. 
SS*?."** 11 •■"S'JIWSCE 

r™* "-rt E> -.i S i:l,j,__ 

EmM*?” 6 ?W!:n 

^WO«K BOTfc, & TOLTCSK 

Wit prsra.-er RE ^c:ry 
^aaapATioii 

fwo *tf7EWAT:0NAL to m.-. 

sHiwjHc^nas 

■** «w=-»i 

S;, ™- ™ l ' , 'WO «.CUV!TIu= 
atw. E37ATE IKVECTWCrir 

J«CM colf KH, zsihnt tmsncr 

WSH« tamU>FISES t EStMt'-nr*- - . vr . 

>o?.dah irrTzaiWTioafcrrwo^^r^r:” 6 
»««lHHnr EQUIP. W3.T..« ; 

MESS niaPK7:€H / fikii'-T 

JoasAn mss g PL'JLisHisr /S-s-r^o-..,, 
*wjujfL51° tL= EiU77 1 eoKJMJunt ikjtels 
ATfMQQp CONST. KATKK.'AI. “;_T.VACrjB-S-C 

™s Jordan cwzrrr Facto? : tr 

[ A. UORDAH TCmflLKH- RE?iUAay 
l^rwoAs tuning 
WO iEII TTOSSnuES 

;** iswjstkm. cwaiEBCTJu. -. .-uiues.m u?- 

JORDAN WORSTED KILLS 

M} 3 ntAJWAanrriCAi. Htfn;r.*.e7up-j-c 
■®=« <=3VkKIC JMPUSTRSti 
JORDAN DAlHy 

JORDAN PRINTTHC L PACKING 
THE JCaDAS PIPtS KASUWU.V.'TTSS 

JORDAN PAPER A C.MOBLMU PACTS!-: r 

SPIHN1SC G WEAV10C 
JOKJU CLnSS SSOVSTRJES 

dap al da’wa ar/cuipKiarr e. '-.r/zs — t- 
mas iNVEsnui? L ihswia: 

»>■» KJMiiKai tiiuesnt 
CEflEAAt, :c-!£SK!i; 

ARAB PAPER CONVLPttmc a T!ta:SS 
COBDAN JS3;c*L CORPORA T.|_-J 
NATIONAL STStL i.'-STm: 
fTATTOJ^D UiDTSTRIES 

i:ir£?^ir::ATS pett'O- cheti : o7j. :sevw»:b 
-ordan cken:cal ikd-jitbill 
jortu ::^iusTWio 

CSZVEBDAL CHSNICAL IHOSSTRILG 
JOPTAK PRECAST CCMCHETfc liiaSTW 
Jordan wood iton5tp:e3 / ' 

NATTOTUU. CAEDE G W.-JC KABV iSi^TJUZ-. 
J0»A!i 5TD?nc-ca»:cAu; 

ARAB CZ N T t V TOP PMAXN. L C’!=:-CADS 
JCfiDAU OMATT CO. PCS ACKI . b tOOD PP=T 
KAWTKER ur/E3T>asiT 
UNIVERSAL XBEttS IMSUSTRlLL. 


TRADED PPZV. 07R3C CTOS I SC 
VDUn cjosino fptci pxiar 

-*= w:ce 


ts.etd 

lli.97b 

J7.«3 
0 S.Mfr 
19.890 

35. JC7 
U.39B 

J,:o: 
ID, Dll 

JJ.98J 

:?,i26 

<9.49! 

U9.739 

32.673 

6,*U 

127.374 

22.575 

f,K(. 

3.850 

lO.Olu 
606 
6.5B& 
G7.«: 
JO. 749 

::<,us 
34. SIS 
is.jje 
2,946 
6J2 
J7S 

36, -.7 1 
<31 

170.663 

"”*S76 

3.06T 

It,* 1 . 3 
I.6TC 
7t,‘.:: 

32.164 

S7S 
:.»: 
7.07b 
411 
1 73,66*, 
4. CM 
1CD.J17 
390.013 
10.94L 
2.117 

7.434 
:,!« 
7P.is: 
15.144 
153,1.4 
513,713 
::,<a; 
146, :t7 
SJ.S76 
:,cjr 
! 60.641 
:*.2:o 
297,261 
114.729 
1. 1C9 
87,154 


US.tCD 
4.91C 
IS. SOD 
:.»'. 
J.99C 
J.32G 

2. 403 
1.650 

4.403 

4.170 
3.3CO 
5. M0 
3. 539 
3.550 
2. ISO 
3. 653 

2.950 
1.990 

6.673 

. 1-229 
S.7C0 

5.250 
2. 350 

c.uc 

4.S95 
1 .770 

9.950 

1.170 
2.133 
1.35S 

13. SCO 
6.SC3 
1.219 
1-959 
2.2SS 
19.6CC 
7.700 
I. see 
7.149 
9.413 
7 .093 
6.960 
1.420 
5. ICS 
1.370 
4.140 

1.250 
D.71S 

14.413 

3.299 

13.303 

3.253 

i - : jc 

0. 570 
5. BSD 
S. 929 
4-170 
5.790 

1. CCS 
5. 259 
3.523 
4. :sc 

4.5SC 

4.I4D 

3! SCO 

5.253 


J 39.350 

4.953 
25 .CM 

1 .923 
3. SCO 
3.635 
2.450 
3.653 
4.351 
4. 370 

3.255 

5.53C 

l.M? 

1. sco 
2.170 
3.85C 
2.950 
1.553 
5.153 
1.209 
5.70J 
5.253 
2.213 
E.iU 

4. C30 
1.7TC 
3.955 
1.299 
2.175 
1.353 

JC.C5C 

6.53C 

2.169 

1.953 
2.160 

13.550 

7.7CT 

2. C0C 
7.133 
9. 45C 
C.6C3 
6.920 
2.309 
5.103 

3.570 

4.150 

ol7CO 

14.160 

J.3SC 

12.25C 

3.22C 

2-143 

C.670 

5. B10 
C-945 
4. ns 

6. BIO 
2. EM 
9.20S 
3.525 
4.093 

■-1.55C 

4.550 

4.363 

2.060 

3.500 

5.390 


1J8.53T 
4.523 
23. CSS 
1.945 
3.999 
7-645 
2,493 
3.653 
‘ 4.390 
4.173 
3.295 
£.523 
1.62C 
1.621 
2.32S 

2.853 
2.4*9 

4.0C9 
:,2bC 
5.735 
5,550 
2. SCO 
Cl. SCO 
4.003 
1.795 
9.969 
2.233 

:.ebs 

1.333 

1C. 611 
6.503 
2.210 
:.9:s 
2 . 21 c 

13.5S5 

7.7CC 

2.633 
7. 140 
9.450 
6.743 

6.853 
2.269- 
5. ISC 
3.579 
4.166 
3.223 

It'.A’A 

3.139 

13.445 

3.185 

2.11C 

1.S5C 

t.e:o 

0.925 
4.155 
5.9'i 
2. CSS 
9.25C 
9.623 
4.153 
: 1.653 
4.693 
4.215 
2.915 

3.633 
5.229 


4.CS7.9B3 


.. NO. OF TRADED SHAPES IN PARALLEL KAflXST i 
m, TRACED -/OLOKZ la THE PARALLEL KAREET 
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Financial 

Markets 


io^rf^^es ■ 

la co-opcndoa witb 

Cairo Amman Bank 


U 5 . Dollar in InCcntacfoital Marfcots 


Cnrrency 

New Ve > tfe 
Clo.se. 

° -r 6/5/9 3_ 


Sterling Pound* 

V 1-5*18 


Deutsche Mark 

1 . 5735 

1.5660 

Swiss Franc * 

1.4126 

1.4297 

French Franc 

5.3050 

5.3360 

EEESSHHIHHi 

ifaifflii 

110.36. 

* 

* 

3 

- 1.2366 »•! 

1.2330 


• - USD Per STC 

l •* bnr> Opaafag @ **0 mjm. CUT 

• Eo 


Omtmt 7/S/1943 


Currency 

I MTU 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 


U.S. Dollar 

3.03 

3.00 

3.06 

3.31 


5.75 

5.66 

5.94 

6.00 

Deutsche Mark 

7.56 

7.37 

7.06 

6.56 

Swiss Franc 

5.00 

4.67 

4.66 

4.37 

French Franc 

7.60 

7.50 

7.25 

7 .00 

Japanese Yen 

3.16 

3.16 

3.21 

3.26 

European Currency Unit 

6.12 

6.00 

6.61 

7.50 


blstaak Ud nta fa- : 


IVdo m Matals 


1 enaedtag ILS- Doflao MOtjBHor aqatakaL 


;/ 5/7993 


Metal 

USD/Ox 

jgSSSi 

Metal 

USD/Oa 

JD/Gm 

Gold 

■BBS 

6.75 

Silver 


.P?5 ' 


Central AalTor Ionian Exclnna* RatTWtoda 


Currency 

Bid - 

Oiler 

U.S. Dollar 

<7.6530 

0.6650 

Sterling Pound 

1 .071 7 

1.0765 

Deutsche Mark 

0.4302 

0.4324 

'Swiss Franc I 

0.4770 

0.4194 


0.1279 

0.1265 

Japanese Yen* 

0.6163 

0.6214 

Dutch Guilder 

0.3633 

0.3652 

Swedish Krona 

0.0932 

0.0937 

T*aGan Lira 4 

0.0466 

0.0470 

Belgian Franc 

0.02094 
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Other Cnmada 
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Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

Bahraini Dinar 

J .7920 

1.6250 

Lebanese Lira* 

0.036460 

0.040295 

Saudi Riyal 

0.16160 

0. 16325 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

2.2240 

2.2740 

Qatari Riyal 

0. 1644 

0.1665 

Egyptian Pound 

0.1950 

0.2100 

Omani Riyal 

1.1410 


UAE Dirham 

0.1644 


Greek Drachma* 

0.3162 

0.3662 

Cypriot Pound 

1.4410 

1.4150 


• Per IW 


CAB bstOoM for Amman FlaaiKlal Market* 


Index 

W 4! 1993 Close 

5/5 11993 Close 

All-Share 

796.37 

199.24 1 


137.41 

137.66 

■Insurance Sector 

212.59 

212.04 

Industry Sector 

1 263.35 • 

264.95 

Services Sector. 

202-47 . 

265.64 
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Industrial Development Bank signals 
potential to break ’92 record in 1993 


By Samir Staafiq 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Two days ago the 
news was that the industrial De- 
velopment Bank (IDB) had post- 
ed a record net profit of JD 2_53 
million last year; today die better 
news is that the IDB is going to 
make 1993 its best and unpre- 
cedented profitable year. 

An IDB statement seen Satur- 
day shows that in the first quarter 
of this year the bank has 
approved extending 44 loans tot- 
alling ID 7.7 million. The num- 
ber of loans and the amount 
compare to 33 loans, only for 
JD 4.8 million, extended in the 
first quarter of 1992. 

The higher activity reflects an 
increase of 41 per cent in the 
number of loans and a 62 per cent 
in the volume of loans extended 
in the first quarter of this year. 
Forty loans, totalling JD 6.1 mi- 
lion, were granted for industrial 
projects, three, totalling JD 1.6 
milion, went for touristic projects 
and one JD 25.000 loan bene fit- 
ted one service scheme. 

The IDB bulletin said that 20 
credits were extended to new 
projects and 24 credits were given 
to existing projects. The bulletin 
further detailed the types of 
loans, noting that 68.5 per cent of 
the total amount was for financ- 
ing equipment purchases, 22 per 
cent for building factories and 9.5 
per cent to finance purchases of 
raw materials. 

The projects, which received 
financing to build plants or to buy 
equipment and other fixed assets, 
were estimated by the bulletin to 
have a JD 21.5 million cost; the 
added value from these projects 
to the national income would be 
about JD 8.5 million during the 
first year of production. 

Moreover, the aforementioned 



Haddad bamboo workshop at Sahab industrial city 

projects would create 679 new 
employment opportunities. 

The bank's activity in the first 
quarter of 1993 gains added im- 
portance when it is compared to 
the same period in 1991 when 
only 18 loans were extended and 
the volume was a low JD 2.2 
million. 

The IDB net profit in 1992 
was 1 14.6 per cent above the 1991 
net profit which stood at JD 1.2 
million. 

Also the 1992 volume and 
number of loans were double the 
figures of 1991 as 202 loans totall- 
ing JD 28.5 million were ex- 
tended, compared to an average 
of 105 loans, amounting to an 
average of JD 14 millions, be- 
tween the years 1988-1991. 

Other 1992 financial highlights, 
which will most likely be eclipsed 
by the results in 1993, were the 
following: 

1- Outstanding loans of 
JD 65.4 million, compared to 
JD 54.8 at the end of 1991. 

2- Receipt of JD 23.2 million 
of loan repayments, compared 
to JD 16.8 million in 1991. 


3- Increase of shareholders’ 
equity from JD 10.6 million in 
1991 to JD 12.5 million in 
1992. 

4- Increase of total assets to 
JD 113.4 million from JD 92.6 
million at . the end of 1991. 
The 28th IDB annual report 

showed that the main benefi- 
ciaries from the bank's credit last 
year were the chemical and plas- 
tic industries (49 loans totalling 
JD 12.7 million), metal industries 
(42 loans totalling JD 3.2 mil- 
lion), food and non-alcoholic be- 
verages (29 loans totalling JD 3.7 
million) and paper industries (20 
loans totalling JD 2.9 million). 
Eighteen service establishments 
received JD 1.6 million while 15 
clothing industries received 
JD 1.7 million. 

According to the report, these 
industries, and a few others which 
were also given credits, had a 
total cost of JD 72.3 million and 
had created 2,111 employment 
opportunities. 

The report reveals that out of 
the 202 credits extended last year, 
74, amounting to JD 13.6 million. 


were for new projects. 

The main financing, the report 
indicates, has been in favour of 
acquiring equipment; a total of 
JD 17.2 million has been spent 
for this purpose in 1992. The 
highest financing in previous 
years had also been for acquiring 
equipment. 

From 1965 until the end of 1992 
the IDB has approved 1.845 loans 
totalling JD 176.8 million but. 
after cancelling or amending the 
value of some of the credits, the 
net value of the loans stood at 
JD 167.2 million as of Dec. 31. 
1992. 

Lending to crafting, handicraft 
and small industries went up from 
181 loans, totalling JD 1 million 
in 1991, to 242 loans totalling 
JD 1.6 million in 1992: 76 loons, 
amounting JD 0.6 million, be- 
nefited clinics and medical labor- 
atories. 

Other loans in the craftsmen 
and small industries category 
were: Metal workshops (31). res- 
taurants and bakeries (23). car- 
pentry (23). brick, tiles and mar- 
ble industries (23), sewing and 
upholstery (21), printing and 
photography (13), maintenance 
workshops (9). leather industries 
(7), dry cleaning (6). goldsmiths 
(5) and others (5). 

The IDB started lending to 
craftsmen, handicraft and small 
industries in 1975 and by the end 
of 1992 the bank had extended 
3,016 loans amounting lo JD 9.5 
million. 

The industrial bank has a 
branch in the industrial city of 
Sahab and will be opening a 
branch in Irbid and one in Aqaba 
this year. 

The bank ts also studying a 
capital increase from the currept 
JD 6 million authorised and fully 
paid up capital. 



Clockwise are a carpentry, restaurant, T.V. repair shop and a sanitary fixtures workshop. 
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Gnema 


CONCORD 


Tel.: 677420 


FRANCIS FORD COPPOLA FILM 


DRACULA 
LOVE NEVER DIES 

Shows: 12:30, 3:15, 6:00, 8:15, 10:30 



Cinema 


PHILADELPHIA 


Tel.: 634144 


The Man Who 
Loved Women 


Shows: 1230. 330. 6:15. 830. Kh30 
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TeL: 699238 
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Knights With a Style 

Arabic 

Shows: 12:15. 3:15. 6:15. 8:30. 10:45 



Tel.: 675571 

Nabn AI Mashfnf Theatre 


Today the Nabil Mashini Theatre hosts 

AI Fawanis Troupe acting 

in a play entitled:’ 

Death of Taybeh 

By: Suheir Rahd, Mohammad AI Qabba- 
ni, Amer AI Khafash 


Nabil & Hisham's 

AH LAN THEATRE 


Te!.: 625155 


presents 

Welcome Parliament and Budget 

On Mondays. Tuesdays and Wednesdays 
at 9:00 p.m. 

Welcome New World Order 

On Thursdays. Fridays and Saturdays at 9:00 p.m. 

Please make advance reservation 




Four industries show manufacturing of todies nylon stocking, 
beaters and boys wear 



JOB WANTED 

A Bangladeshi national having Jordanian driving licence seek- 
ing employment as a driver. 

Please contact: 

Mohd, Anwar 

Tel. 659922 between 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 


apartmfntto let 

Fully furnished with telephone; two bedrooms plus 
an annexed room; two bathrooms. Located on a 
quiet side street in the area between 7th Circle and 
Mecca Street. Available for rent immediately. 

If interested, please cal! 
tei. 810362 


FOR RENT 

A 287m 2 semi-villa available. 

Located in western Amman area, overlooking Gardens Street. 
3 bedrooms. 2 bathrooms, a dining room, a modem equipped 
large kitchen, and large halls. Equipped with water softner, an 
R/O: purified drinking-water, a telephone, a little garden, and 
central heating. 

Could be rented as> furnished or unfurnished. No mediator 
please. 



* FOR SALE ☆ 

Facsimile: Sharp model FO-52Q0. Plain paper. Laser 
printer, with telephone, photocopier. Only four ( 4 ) months 
old. 

New price JD 2,500. Will sell for JD t ,950. 

Tel. 756792 



FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT IN SHME1SANI 

Super deluxe apartment consisting of 3 bed- 
rooms, salon, dining room, sitting room, 3 
bathrooms, fully equipped kitchen, maid room, 
new furniture, T.V., telephone, intercom, central 
heating, covered parking area and a watchman. 

For more information please call: 
715815/713193 

Jordan Times 
TeL: 667171 
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World News 


3 Cambodian factions seek 

weapons back for protection 


PHNOM PENH (R) — Three 
Cambodian factions which earlier 
surrendered weapons to U.N. 
peacekeepers have asked for 
them back because of renewed 
violence by Khmer Rouge guer- 
rillas, U.N. and Cambodian offi- 
cials said Saturday. 

If the request were granted, it 
could mean the return of 53,000 
weapons to the factions less than 
two weeks before U.N.-organised 
national elections sdieduled for 
May 23-27. 

The Phnom Penh government 
army, the Khmer People's 
National Liberation Front and 
royalist guerrillas made the re- 
quest at a joint military meeting 
with the U.N. Transitional Au- 
thority in Cambodia (UNTAC), 
said U.N. military spokesman 
Lieutenant-Colonel Dick Palk. 

. “They wish to take them back. 
They are concerned about secur- 
ity, that the NADK (Khmer 
Rouge guerrillas) will attack 
them,” he said. 

Because of the political sensi- 
tivity of the request, the factions 
.had been asked to consult their 
political leaders about it, he said. 

“No decision has yet been 
made and as far as I know no 
weapons have yet been re- 
leased," Col. Palk said. 

Releasing the weapons would 
signal the final failure of efforts 
by the 22,000-strong UNTAC 
force, monitoring the 1991 peace 
agreement, to disarm most of the 
combatants in the 13-year dvfl 
war before the start of polling. 

Last summer the Maoist 
Khmer Rouge guerrillas, who 


U.S. Navy 


f o scrap 
over 100 


ships in 


cutbacks 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — The 
U.S. Navy is to reduce its fleet 
from 460 to 340 ships, and to 
postpone or cancel the purchase 
of new-generation bombers, as 


part of largescale cutbacks, the 
Washington Post reoorted 


Washington Post reported 
Saturday. 

The navy is to keep its 12 
aircraft-carriers, but cut back its 
submarine fleet, the paper added. 

The plan outlined by the Post 
calls for the scrapping of agpng 
A-6 bombers and putting off for a 
decade the purchase of AFX air- 
craft, equipped with Stealth 
radar, which are due to replace 
them. 

The paper said that navy and 
air force chiefs are even consider- 
ing scrapping the AFX altogether 
and replacing it with a fighter- 
bomber which would cost less and 
be used by both parts of the 
armed forces. 

Meanwhile, the United States 
said Friday it will dose or cut 
operations at another 46 overseas 


military sites, mostly in Europe, 
and bring home 6,100 more U.S. 


troops in a continuing round of 
post-cold war budget cuts. 

The eleventh round of such 
reductions at overseas bases since 
early 1990 will include 22 sites in 
Germany, 10 in Britain, 10 in 
South Korea, three in Italy and 
one in Morocco, the Defence 
Department announced. 

Virtually all the troops affected 
in the latest round would be in 
Europe. The cuts in South Korea 
involve very small facilities such 
as radar sites. 

“This latest round of reduc- 
tions brings to 744 overseas in- 
stallations — 679 in Europe — 
where operations will be ended, 
reduced or placed on standby" in 
less than four years, the Pentagon 
said. 

The 744 worldwide installa- 
tions represent 45 per cent of 
U.S. facilities overseas at the 
beginning of 1990. 

There were 173,000 U.S. milit- 
ary personnel stationed in 
Europe as of March 1, including 
105,000 army troops. The move 
announced Friday would even- 
tually reduce that total to about 
167.000. 

The Pentagon is moving to cut 
the overall U.S. troop presence 
in Europe to 100,000 by 1995 on 
orders from Congress to slash the 
defence budget after the disin- 
tegration of the Soviet Union. 

. Friday’s announcement came 
at a time when defence officials 
and some members of Congress 
are warning that the U.S. military 
presence in Europe must not be 
cut too quickly because of poten- 
tial troubiespots such as the 
bloody civil war in Yugoslavia. 

Returns or partial returns of 
military facilities to host countries 
overseas since January 1990 have 
reduced the U.S. military pre- 
sence abroad by some 140.000 
troops, most of those in Western 
Europe. 

The largest site affected by 
Friday’s announcement would be 
the U.S. army’s facilities at Tauk- 
fcunen Barracks in Germany. The 
partial closing of sites there 
would affect more than 3,400 
military personnel and an addi- 
tional 540 U.S. civilian and 473 
foreign workers. 


were in loose alliance with the 
KPNLF and the royalists during 
the civil war, refused to go along 
with disarmament. 

The Khmer Rouge has since 
announced a boycott of the elec- 
tions and vowed to use violence 
to disrupt them. 

In the past week it has laun- 
ched attacks in northwest, cen- 
tral, eastern and southern pro- 
vinces, which killed dozens of 
people and wounded scores. The 
guerrillas also attacked 
peacekeepers, U.N. officials say. 

At a news conference at the 
Khmer Rouge jungle stronghold 
just inside the Thai -Cambodian 
border Friday, spokesman Mak 
Ben admitted taking part in 
attacks, notably on Siem Reap 
town, but denied attacking U.N. 
peacekeepers. 

On Tuesday, suspected Khmer 
Rouge guerrillas attacked a U.N. 
convoy in a northwestern zone, 
killing one Japanese policeman 
and seriously wounding two 
others. Five Dutch marines were 
also hurt. 

The Royalist National Army 
for an Independent Kampuchea 
said it was asking for its weapons 
back after that attack. Royalist 
official Roland Eng said there 
was “no question” that the 
Khmer Rouge were responsible 
for tbe ambush. 

“The Khmer Rouge want to 
disturb the election and we have 
to protect ourselves and UN- 
TAC," he said. 

“We need the weapons to show 
tbe Khmer Rouge that we don't 
want to joke with them. We are 


taking this very seriously." 

The royalist army has already 
stepped up armed patrols of its 
northwestern zones which it 
shares uneasily with the Khmer 
Rouge. Soldiers from 30 per cent 
of each total force are allowed to 
retain their weapons under the 
peace agreement. 

Col. Palk said 52,928 weapons 
were put into U.N. cantonment 
last year, mostly small arms. Of 
these 6,804 were handed in by the 
KPNLF and 4,555 from the royal- 
ist army. Tbe rest were from the 
government. 

U.N. officials estimate at least 
three times this number remain in 
circulation, mainly in the govern- 
ment army. 

Mr. Mak Ben said only the 
formation of a “provisional gov- 
ernment of national reconcilia- 
tion" can bring political stability 
to Cambodia. 

He said the Communist group 
would meet with the country's 
three other main factions only to 
discuss the formation of such a 
body, which would include repre- 
sentatives of each group. 

Tbe Khmer Rouge boycotted 
an emergency meeting in Pelting 
this week called by Cambodian 
head of state Norodom Sihanouk 
to discuss instability as the coun- 
try approaches elections May 23- 
28. 

The country's three other main 
factions attended the Peking 
meeting and vowed to hold the 
U.N. -supervised elections, which 
are a key element of a 1991 peace 
agreement that was supposed to 
restore peace and stability to the 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Georgia gets new defence minister 


TBILISI, Georgia (AP) — The defence minister resigned in a 
power struggle with Georgian leader Eduard Shevardnadze and 
was replaced by a 27-year-old former Red Army captain, reports 
said. Tengiz Kitovani resigned when it became clear the parlia- 
ment would not confirm him as both deputy prime minister and 
defence minister. He had held both posts since the current 
government was formed last year. Mr. Kitovani rose to power 
after rebelling from the Georgian National Guard and leading the 
forces that toppled former President Zviad Gamsakhurdia last 
January, paving the way for Mr. Shevardnadze's return to power. 
He since has advocated a harsh policy of military force against 
several pro-independence ethnic groups in the southern former 
Soviet republic. Mr. Shevardanadze nominated General Georgy 
Karkarashvili, who was approved by Georgia’s parliament Thurs- 
day with a vote of 149-6. Mr. Shevardnadze said Gen. Karkarash- 
yili would continue Mr. Kitovani's policies. Gen., Karkarashvili 
graduated from the Tbilisi Artillery School and served in 
Afghanistan as a former Red Army captain. He formerly served 
in Abkhazia whose Muslim minority has been battling for 
independence from the Georgian government in Tbilisi. . 


German bunker housing refugees attacked 


BREMEN, Germany (R) — Unidentified attackers hurled two 
firebombs at a World War II air raid shelter used to house foreign 


refugees, police in the northern German city of Bremen said 
Saturday. Police said one petrol bomb ignited but did no damage 
to the outside concrete wall of the windowless bunker shortly 
after midnight. About 70 people live in the make-shift hostel. 
Refugees from Eastern Europe and the developing world, drawn 
to Germany by a liberal law on political asylum, have been the 
targets of a year and a half of firebombings and brutal attacks by 
neo-Nazi gangs. 


Ukraine resents U.S. pressure 


KIEV (AP) — U.S. pressure on Ukraine to get rid of nuclear 
weapons has caused resentment here and strengthened those who 
want to keep the arms, officials and analysts from both countries 
said this week. As a result. U.S. ambassador- at-large Strobe 
Talbott is expected to take a softer approach when he visits Kiev 
Sunday and Monday. While the United States will continue to 
insist that Ukrainian legislators ratify the Strategic Arms Reduc- 
tion Treaty, it will try to show more understanding and offer 
economic incentives in return. The enticement that Mr. Talbott 
may dangle before the lawmakers may include greater assistance 
for Ukraine's troubled economy and the S175 million that the 
United States has offered to help dismantle the weapons. 


China bans gifts to officials 


PEKING (R) — China has threatened severe punishment for 
officials who accept gifts in exchange for favours. A circular 
issued by the Communist Party Central Committee and the State 
Council (cabinet) bans the practice, Xinhua News Agency said 
Saturday. The circular did not make dear how graft would be 
uprooted in China, where the practice is deeply-entrenched. But 
it warned: “Those who extort gifts or securities will be punished 
severely." The agency said the circular pointed out that it was 
“highly reprehensible" for officials to receive or give gifts or 
securities. 


Colombian rebel leader offers truce 


BOGOTA (R) — The head of Colombia’s second biggest 
guerrilla group, the National Liberation Army (ELN), offered a 
truce in his decades-old -war on the state Friday if the government 
agreed to stop fighting the rebels. ELN chief Manuel Perez, in an 
interview with Spanish Television, also said he would accept 
Spanish government mediation with the Colombian administra- 
tion to secure a ceasefire. “We are ready to agree a mice now, at 
the moment the government deddes that it is bilateral,” said Mr. 
Perez, 50, a former Spanish priest who has led the 3,000-strong 
ELN for over two decades in its struggle to turn Colombia into a 
Marxist state. 


Clinton unveils campaign reform plan 


WASHINGTON (AP) — President Bill Ginton has unveiled a 
plan for finanring political campaigns that would sharply cut 
contributions by special interest groups and the wealthy to 
congressional and presidential campaigns and would allow some 
public financing of congressional races. “On this day we seek to 
reform our political process, to restore the faith of our people in 
their democracy," Mr. Clinton said, saying his package would 
give challengers better odds and ensure “the voice of the people 
as a whole is heard over the voices of the special interests in 
Washington." Under present arrangements, campaigns for the 
presidency are financed in part from public funds. Campaigns for 
Congress depend on private contributions. AU are expensive by 
world standards, largely because of big amounts that candidates 
spend to buy time on television. Mr. Ginton's package would 
place voluntary spending caps on congressional races, reduce 
contributions of political action committees formed by special 
groups and all but eliminate so-called soft money donations by 
corporations, labour unions and the wealthy to national political 
parties. 


country. 

Mr. Mak Ben said the election 
“is unacceptable to the Cambo- 
dian people and the Cambodian 
National Resistance" and “will 
not allow the Cambodian people 
to exercise their right to self- 
determination.” 


S. African 
CP leader 
charged 
with Hani 


murder 


Polish immigrant Janusz Wains 
was arrested minutes after Mr. 
Haiti was killed. 

Officials say Mr. Wahis was a 
member of the militant right-wing 
Afrikaner Resistance Movement 
(AWB) and other far-right 
groups opposed to apartheid re- 
form. 


Police have said they suspect 
Mr. Ham's murder, which un- 
leased a wave of bitter township 
violence including attacks on 
whites, was part of a right-wing 
conspiracy. 

Mr. Give Derby-Lewis was de- 
tained without charge under 
security laws on Apnl 17 and 
police later arrested his wife. 
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Prince accused of 

‘potbelly’ gaffe 

in Hungary tour 


Meanwhile, despite escalating 
violence and an election boycott 
by the Khmer Rouge. U.N. 
Secretary-General Boutros Ghafi 
Friday recommended that Cam- 
bodia’s fust free elections be held 
this month as scheduled. 

“It is clear that the United 
Nations is called upon to do its 
utmost to proceed with the elec- 
tion,” Dr. Ghaii said in a written 
report to the Security Council. 

“Not to proceed would mean 
ceding to unacceptable threats 
and giving the right of veto over 
the peace process to an armed 
group that has rejected its com- 
mitment under the Paris agree- 
ments,” be said. 

Japan sent its home affairs 
minister to Cambodia Saturday to 
try to improve security for its 
peacekeepers there after the kill- 
ing of the Japanese policeman. 

“I shall be asking (the U.N. 
authorities in Cambodia) to tight- 
en security arrangements for 
Japanese peacekeepers," news 
reports quoted Keijiro Murata as 
saying. 

Mr. Murata was expected to 
hold talks in Phnom Penh Mon- 
day with Yasusbi Akashi, 
Japanese head of the U.N. Tran- 
sitional Authority in Cambodia, 
tbe reports said. 



Khmer Rouge spokesman Mak Ben (left foreground) talks to reporters Friday at tbe Cambodian 
border town of Phum Malai (AFP photo) 


Major under pressure to fire Lamont 


LONDON (R) — British Prime 
Minister John Major came under 
intense pressure Saturday to fire 
his unpopular chancellor of the 
exchequer or risk losing his own 
job after his ruling Conservatives 
suffered an electoral hammering. 

A growing band of Conserva- 
tive members of parliament told 
Mr. Major he must assert his 
authority by dismissing Chancel- 
lor (Finance Minister) Norman 
Lamont after voters made it dear 
they had no confidence in the 
government's economic policies. 

“My feeling is that if this gov- 
ernment is to have any credibility 
left... we have got to have a 
change of chancellor,” said Con- 
servative MP John Carlisle. 


“And we have got to have, 
frankly, the smack of firm lead- 
ership. If the prime minister con- 
tinues to resist changes and to 
protect his friends then his own 
position must itself be in jeopar- 
dy. To save himself, be has got to 
sacrifice others." 

Mr. Major acknolwedged that 
voters gave Us government “a 
bloody nose" at the ballot box 
Thursday. Tbe Conservatives lost 
a parliamentary seat they had 
held since 1924 by a huge margin 
and emerged from local elections 
controlling only one of the 47 
councils in England and Wales. 

Thirteen months after return- 
ing Mr. Major to power in gener- 
al electrons, voters took revenge 


for broken promises over taxes 
and economic recovery and a 
series of political blunders on 
issues such as coal pit closures. 


The affable Major, 50. whose 
relaxed style contrasts with that 
of his predecessor Margaret 
Thatcher, has ignored calls for his 
removal. 

Political analysts said Mr. Ma- 
jor urgently needed to assert his 
dominance or risk a cnailenge to 
his leadership. 


Italy’s local polls to measure 


public response to scandals 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
Leading white Conservative Give 
Derby-Lewis has been charged 
with the assassination of South 
African Communist Party leader 
Chris Hani, police said Saturday. 

Mr. Derby-Lewis's Australian-born 
wife, Gaye, and a Polish immig- 
rant have already been charged 
with the killing. 


ROME (R) — Campaigning offi- 
cially begins in Italy this weekend 
for local elections which wil] show 
for the first time how badly the 
country's huge corruption scandal 
has hit its main political parties. 

Candidates’ lists closed at mid- 
day Saturday for the June 6 elec- 
tions in wind) 11 million voters, 
around one quarter of the total, 
mil elect 1,230 city councils in- 


nine-day-old government tbe 
green light Friday night when it 
endorsed his programme in a vital 
confidence vote. 

A nationwide rebuff of his DC 
and their Socialist allies in the city 
hall elections is bound to prompt 
opposition calls for his resigna- 
tion, political sources said. 


ter a succession of mafia infor- 
mers accused its former leaders of 
having close links to organised 
crime. 

In the last general election in 
April 1992, the DCs share of the 
vote fell below 30 per cent for the 
first time, and although it remains 
strong in the south, several com- 


Itafy's corruption scandal has mentators believe it is no longer 


Police spokesman Frans 
Malherbe told the Sooth African 
Press Association that Mr. Give 
Derby-Lewis, 57, a former Con- 
servative Party member of parlia- 
ment and a member of the advis- 
ory President's Council, would 
appear in court on May 12. 

Mr. Hani, gunned down out- 
side his home on April 10, was a 
former African National Con- 
gress (ANC) guerrilla comman- 
der and a member of the ANC 
negotiating team at multi-party 
talks about a transition from 
white rule to a non-radal demo- 


of Milan and Turin, 

“That’s when the parties will 
realise just how much damage 
the scandal has doqe.” said 


devastated both parties, which 
between them have formed tbe 
basis of all ruling coalitions for 
the last 30 years. 

The Socialists have seen their 
14 pen cent share of the nafjpqal 


will elect 1,230 city councils in- devastated both parties, which an effective political force in the 
eluding the big northern centres between them have formed tbe rich industrial north, 
of Milan and Turin. basis of all ruling coalitions for “These elections will be the 

“That’s when the parties will the last 30 years. third and last phase of this regim- 

realise just how much damage Tbq Socialists have seen their e’s decline.’’ said Umberto Bossi, 
the scandal has doqe,” sam 14 per cent share the naffonai feeder of the fast-rising Northern 
Christian Democrat (DC) partia- vote dragged down to an esti- League, expected to be tbe elec- 
mentarian Francesco D’Onofrio.. mated four per cent by 'favda- tiops^ big winner. 

“So far they don’t seem to have lions they routinely demanded The first, he told reporters this 
grasped just what an explosion in huge bribes from businessmen as week, was tbe 1992 ballot in 
their ranks it has seen,” be told a price for political favours. whim voters deserted the estab- 
reporters. No fewer than 44 of the 140 hshed parties in favour of refor- 

The campaign will keep the Socialist members of parliament nn 81 ai, d protest groups. 
15-month scandal in the headlines are under official investigation, as The second, he added, was tbe 


Christian Democrat (DC) partia- vote dragged down to an esti- 
mentarian Francesco D’Onofrio.. mated four per cent by favda- 
“So far they don't seem to have tions they routinely demanded 


their ranks it has seen,” be told 
reporters. 

The campaign will keep the 
15-month scandal in the headlines 


as Prime Minister Carlo Azcglio are 10 of die 37 members of its 
Gampi begins his task of enacting executive. 


electoral reform by the August 
summer break. 


The much larger DC, Italy's 
dominant post-war party, has suf- 


which voters deserted the estab- 
lished parties in favour of refor- 
mist and protest groups. 

Tbe second, he added, was tbe 
runaway success of last month’s - 
referendum which proposed 
scrapping proportional repre- 
sentation as a means of electing 


Parliament gave Mr. GampTs fered even worse humiliation af- members of the Senate 


Disney’s daughter assails critical book 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Walt 
Disney’s daughter has said a book 
that daims her legendary anima- 
tor father was an informer for the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) and a Nazi sympathiser 
was “nasty, mean-spirited re- 
visionism.” 

Diane Disney Miller also criti- 
cised recent coverage of Marc 
Eliot's soon-to-be-published 
book Walt Disney, Hollywood’s 
Dark Prince, whose charges have 
surprised Disney experts. 

Describing her father as a 
“rather ordinary guy,” Mrs. Mil- 
ler said in a statement she was 
dismayed that respectable news 
outlets had published stories ab- 
out the book without seeking 


reaction from her or other 
sources dose to her father. 

“This conduct is outrageous 
and has caused me and my family 
great distress," Mrs. Miller said. 
“There are no dark, dirty secrets 
in my father’s life.” She said her 
father's life was “pretty mud) an 
open book." 

However Eliot's book, due out 
in July, quotes a former Disney 
animator as saying he saw Disney 
and company lawyer Gunther 
Lessing at Nazi Party meetings 
and rallies. 

Moreover, Eliot believes that 
the man who gave the world 
Mickey Mouse and Donald Duck 
was an FBI informer for 26 years, 
was committed to the rigjit-wing 


America First Committee and 
was “one of Hollywood's most 
active pre-war isolationists.” 


The New York Times said the 
FBI assertion was backed up by 
570 pages of heavily censored 
material obtained under the Free- 
dom of Information Act. 


However, biographers and 
associates have either cast doubt 
on the charges or said glimmers 
of truth were taken out of con- 
text 


For example, while the anti- 
communist Disney may have 
been friendly with FBI Director 
J. Edgar Hoover, so were most of 
the Hollywood studio chiefs, they 
said. 


Yeltsin aide tells rivals their days are numbered 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — A top 
aide to Boris Yeltsin Saturday 
told political leaders who failed to 
back the president in his battle 
with Russia's conservative legisla- 
ture that their days in power may 
be numbered. 

Yeltsin administration chief 
Sergei Filatov gave the strongest 
sign yet that the president, 
boosted by a referendum victory 
last month, would carry oat his 
promises to end the crippling 
stand-off. 

Pressure was mounting on Mr. 
Yeltsin to act, as fears grew of 
street violence Sunday during ral- 
lies to mark Victory Day, com- 
memorating the defeat of Nazi 
Germany. 

A policeman was killed and 600 


people were injured Last weekend 
in fights between hardline con- 


in fights between hardline con- 
servatives and police. 

“With this referendum result, 
the entire presidential team 
should’ now consist of reform 
supporters," Mr. Filatov told 
ITAR-TASS News Agency. Rus- 
sian voters expressed confidence 
in the president himself and in bis 
radical economic reforms. 

Mr. Filatov named Vice- 
President Alexander Rutskoi and 
Yuri Skokov, Secretary of Mr. 
Yeltsin's powerful “inner 
cabinet" or Security Council, as 
dissenters from the presidential 
tine. 

Mr. Skokov “does not support 
the president on many issues”. 



Mr. Filatov said. On Thursday, 
Mr. Yeltsin promised a purge of 
officials opposed to his reforms 
and said he wanted new par- 
liamentary elections to be held by 
the autumn. 

Mr. Skokov and Mr. Rutskoi 
wavered at a key moment in 
March when Mr. Yeltsin 
announced special measures dur- 
ing a crisis in his power struggle 
with the militant parliament. 

Mr. Rutskoi's opposition to 
this hardened into open hostility 
to Mr. Yeltsin as he moved closer 
to tbe camp of parliament Chair- 
man Ruslan Khasbulatov. He 
says now that he wQl run for 
president against Mr. Yeltsin 

Mr. Yeltsin has stripped the 
former Afghan war veteran of all 
responsibilities and on Thursday 
delivered a blistering verbal 
attack on him. 

Mr. Filatov said: “It would be 
more honest for him (Rntskoi) 
and Ruslan Khasbulatov, and a 
victory for society, if they res- 
igned after the failure of their 
attempt to seize power.” 

He said it was possible that 
former Acting Prime Minster 
Yegor Gaidar, architect of the 
economic reforms, would return 
to the cabinet. Mr. Gaidar left in 
December after parliament re- 
fused to grant him full prime 
ministerial status. 

Russian leaders seized this 
weekend’s Victory. Day holiday 
to lay out their vision of the 


country's army — a professional, 
high-tech, lean and mobile force 
that protects tbe nation and its 
own personnel. 

“We have laid a solid legal 
foundation for the functioning of 
the army and navy, and started 
their radical reorganisation," 
President Boris Yeltsin said in a 
statement Friday. 

“We are taking measures to 
provide solid social protection for 
the servicemen and veterans, in- 
cluding the personnel who retired 
from the (Soviet) armed services 
and those who left because of 
cutbacks.” 

The statements came two days 
before the Sunday holiday mark- 
ing tiie Soviet defeat of Nazi 
Germany. They seemed designed 
mainly to rally service personnel 
who provide a crucial pillar of 
political support for Mr. Yeltan. 

The comments possibly akn 
were timed to counter any fallout 
from Mr. Yeltsin's criticism this 
week of Mr. Rutskoi, who is 
believed to have the support of 
some officers in a dispute with 
Mr. Yeltan over reforms. 

Defence Minister Pavel 
Grachev, who has been careful 
not to take sides openjy in the 
feud, summed up his work and 
plans for the future in a report 
carried by ITAR-TASS. 

Sounding many themes elabo- 
rated in the past, Mr. Grachev 
added Friday that he planned to' 
propose lowering the mandatory 


term of military service from two 
years to one. He said Russia 
needs a high-tech force, which 
could hearten the country’s in- 
dustries suffering from defence 
cuts. 

“Russia needs an army of no 
more than 1 million men, but it 
must be a professional force 
armed with advanced and stan- 
dardised equipment," Mr. 
Grachev said. “Its backbone 
must consist of highly mobile 
troops capable of being deployed 
quickly over great distances.” 

Mr. Grachev said the former 
Soviet military he inherited last 
year was demoralised and “prac- 
tically incapable of conducting, if 
necessary, military operations 
without replenishment and addi- ■ 
tional armaments.” 

Russian military officials man- 
aged to reverse the trends, crack 
down on corruption and reorga- 
nise the countiy’s military dis- 
tricts, Mr. Grachev said. But 
political and economic chaos was 
ootmriicating the work. 

Mr. Grachev claim#»H cnrrvMec 


Mr. Grachev claimed success 
the task, saying: “Lack of 
faith m the Russian army’s ability 
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LONDON (R> - Britain's popu- 
lar press accused loyal consort 
Prince Philip of marring Queen 
Elizabeth’s state visit to HimAftty 
with a stray remark about bow 
local food could give visitors a 

■■pot-belly". The 
prince, who once caused a furore 
with a quip about “ditty eyes 
during a tour of China, made the 
offending comment during a waf- 
kabout through Budapest on the 
final day of his wife's state visit to 
Hungary. Britain'* tabloids, 
which rarely pass up an oppomin* 

..k,.i-. f>,«» i!risis-iorn , 


wilivti mi*'; r ‘ , ... 

ity to rebuke the enMS-tomj 
royals, said the prince struck upa* 
conversation with a Briton in the 
crowd who had been in Hungary 
for two weeks. “You can t have 
been here that long, you haven't 
cot a pot belly (paunch), the 
prince was reported to have re- 
plied. The story- was printed ui 
Saturday's times and most tabloid 
newspapers, which said the com- 
ment risked offending the Hunga- 
rians by suggesting they were fM. 
although it could be seen as a 
tribute to the generosity ol his 
hosts and the quality of their 
food. 


Mir. Lament, already discre- 
dited over the withdrawal of sterl- 
ing from the European Commun- 
ity’s exchange rate mechanism 
fast September, is blamed for the 
longest recession since the 1930s. 


Man survives 
close encounter 
with two lions 


NEW YORK (AFP) — You have 
to be crazy to want to face off£ 
with two lions and even luckier to 
survive, and that is exactly what 
happened to Alfredo Rials, a 
schizophrenic who left New 
York’s Bronx Zno wish 19 stitch' 
es, but alive. Mr. Rials, 32. 
Wednesday climbed three fences 
to get inside the zoo's African 
Plains exhibir and sit face-to-face 
with two, 160-kilogramme (350- 
pound) female lions for 10 mi- 
nutes. At first the lions appeared 
to be playing with Mr. Rials, then 
they knocked him about until one 
of the predators clawed and 
mawled him. Police officers from 
beyond the fences told Mr. Rials 
to lie in a fetal position and 
proceeded to shout and make 
noises to distract the lions which 
were finally led away by zoo 
keepers. Mr. Rials was given |9 
stitches to the head and face and 
was expected to remain in hospit- 
al for two weeks for psychiatric 
evaluation. His mother told 
police that he had a history of 
schizophrenia, “That man had a 
charmed life. The Lord was smil- 
ing on us today." said senia; 
Bronx Zoo keeper Loraine He^ 
sbonik after the incident. The 
entire nerve-wracking ordeal was 
videotaped by a visitor and parts of 
it were shown on television news. 


IRS seizes Jerry 
Lee Lewis’ pianos 


NESBIT. Miss. (AP) — Federal 
tax agents seized pianos, furni- 
ture and mementos from Jerry 
Lee Lewis’ house and planned to 
auction them unless the rock 'll' 
rol legend pays more than $1.6 
million in back taxes. “The Le- 
wises are aware of what is hap- 
pening, and their reaction is ab- 
ject horror,” said the singer's 
attorney, who has been trying to 
settle the tax bill. Internal Re- 
venue Service (IRS) agents went 
to the house and took three 
pianos, guitars and electric 
keyboards, along with velvet 
chairs, a grandfather clock, con- 
cert posters and household ap- 
pliances. No auction date was set. 
Lews was performing in Europe, 
said Kim Schuerman. a cousin of 
Kerne Lewis, the singer’s wife. 
The government said Lewis owes 
foj 11 JL eare ’ from 1978 to 
1%6 a«i for 1989 and 1991. He filed for 
bankruptcy protection in 1988 
and was freed of some debt, but 
not the $1.6 million. “Jerry Lee 
wants to pay what he owes,” said 
5“ lawyer, Charles Waldman. 
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Viewers shocked 
by porn in place 
of family show 
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to exist and reform itself indepen- 
dently has been surmounted." 

Reporting on conversion of the 
army into a professional force, 
Mr. Grachev said 60,000 men had 
been accepted into the army on a 
contractual basis this year 
Another 50,000 were being consi^ 
tiered for service. 


BANGKOK (AFP) - 
settling down to watch 
show on a military-o 
television channel wci 
to find it broadcasting . 
scenes, the Daily New 
Viewers of House Ni 
rushed to their tele 
complain about the sli 
producers on Chai 
accidently broadcast 
raphic movie instead i 
mal family-oriented 
Thai-language paper 
newspaper said the 
were “testing" the tar 
broadcast of House Ni 
when one of the staff 
Pressed a switch beam 
pom movie. “We are 
mg the case,” a TV oi 

Daily News did not sa 
tne channel broadcai 
scenes. 





